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GLAD TIDINGS AND A PROMISE 


From Salamah Ibn Nufayl Al-Kindl, may Allah be pleased with him, who said, "I was 
sitting with the Messenger of Allah, dll <A“=/ then a man said, ‘ O Messenger of 

Allah! The people have insulted the horses (by not using them to fight), and laid down the 
weapons, and they said, 'There is no Jihad. The war has laid down its burden.' So the 
Messenger of Allah, dll Lr L-=, turned his face towards his and said, 'They have 

lied! Now the time for fighting has arrived! And there will never cease to be a nation from my 
Ummah, fighting upon the Truth. And Allah will deviate the hearts of some people for them, and 
provide for them through them, until the Hour is established and until the Promise of Allah 
comes. Good shall remain tied in the forelock of horses until the Day of Resurrection. And it is 
revealed to me that I will be taken (in death) and not remain, and you will follow up after me as 
groups, some striking the necks of others. And the foundation of the state of the Believers is in 
Ash-Sham.'" 1 


1 The Hadith is Sahilr, narrated by An-Nasa'T and others. Translator's Note: Also narrated by Imam Ahmad 
in his "Musnad”. This Hadith was narrated with numerous phrasings, all of which are the same except for 
a few words. Some of these narrations were declared " SahTh " by Al-Albam in "Sahlh An-Nasa'T', #3563, 
and " SahTh upon the conditions of Muslim" in “Silsilat Al-AhadTth As-Sahthah", Vol. 4/571. It was also 
declared “Hasan" by Al-Wadi'T in “As-Sahih Al-Musnad Min Mci Laysa Fis-Sahihayn", 451. 
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INTRODUCTION 


In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Most-Merciful 

Verily all praise is due to Allah. We praise Him and seek His assistance and seek His 
forgiveness. And we seek refuge with Allah from the evils of our own souls and from 
our bad deeds. Whomsoever Allah guides will never be led astray, and whomsoever 
Allah leaves astray, no one can guide. I bear witness that there is none worthy of 
worship except Allah, and I bear witness that Muhammad is His slave and Messenger. 

O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created you from a single person, and from 
him He created his wife, and from them both He created many men and women. And 
fear Allah through Whom you demand your mutual [rights], and [do not cut the ties] 
the wombs. Surely, Allah is Ever an All-Watcher over you. 

O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared, and die not except as Muslims. 

O you who believe! Keep your duty to Allah and fear Him, and speak the truth. He will 
direct you to do righteous good deeds and will forgive you your sins. And whosoever 
obeys Allah and His Messenger has indeed achieved a great achievement. 

To proceed: 

Verily the best speech is the Speech of Allah, and the best guidance is the Guidance of 
Muhammad, f-Luj <uk <lii And the worst of matters are the newly-invented matters. 
And every newly-invented matter is an innovation, and every innovation is a 
misguidance, and every misguidance is in the Fire. 

In this era in which the Muslims are living a life of humiliation and disgrace, they have 
lost the characteristics of guidance from within themselves, and the Rope of Allah that 
He united them upon - the Rope of establishment and leadership - has been cut, so they 
have become insignificant in front of themselves and in front of their enemies. 
Falsehood prances around in their countries, and the trend of apostasy has become the 
strongest and the most dominant. And the ties of evil between [the people of] internal 
apostasy and [those of] outward Kufr have been fortified. The Muslims have become 
busy with entertainment and vanity, and the Islamic parties and groups summon one 
another to the ideas of men and their Ijtihad, far away from the Source of Guidance and 
Fight - the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger. And the [state] of Ghurbah 
(estrangement) has intensified for those who are holding fast to this Guidance, and their 
souls long for the coming Divine Promise - Victory or martyrdom. 

In this time and this present-day Ghurbah - the Ghurbah of the Religion and its 
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teachings, and the Ghurbah of the people of Truth and their trial - we offer the Muslims 
this treatise of ours. It calls you, O Muslim, to understand the Truth by way of it, and 
guides you to the Correct Path, and to our belief that we are not an innovation [in this] 
era, rather we are one group from the groups of this Party - the Party of Jihad and Truth. 
We promised ourselves - with the Help of Allah and His Tawfiq - that we would hold 
fast to this Party so long as there remains within us a vein that pulsates, or a breath that 
stammers. And our desire and goal is [first] to enter into the address of servitude to the 
Lord of the Worlds, and then to vex the enemies of the Religion, and to turn the lives 
they desired to be happy and luxurious [into lives of] misery and torment, so long as 
they remain upon what they are upon of disbelief and oppression. 

rcJ(J-ar. <Li ^ (j I VI iLu Vj jLi^JI k \*\ Lilaj-a Vj 

Nor do they take any step to raise the anger of the disbelievers nor inflict any injury 
upon an enemy but is written to their credit as a deed of righteousness 2 


O Muslim! 

Our identification card to you is small in size. It contains what it contains, with the 
Assistance granted by Allah. And the first thing that it contains, In Sha Allah: 

1) For every statement you will see within it comes luminous evidence. The 
pursuant is guided with it, so he will not be shamed or disgraced. Rather, he will 
be ascribed to the best thing the people can be associated with - 

^ 2 SW o 9 9 

Be you Rabbdniyym (learned men of religion who practice what they know and 

preach to others) 3 

And in it we have rushed for you some of the Truth what we have learned, due 
to its importance and its necessity. And we will be with you in a coming treatise 
- rather, treatises - In Sha Allah, Ta'ala, providing you in them evidences that are 
plain and clear. 

2) Some of your brethren have set their minds and given up their wealth in order to 
sign the agreement that their predecessors signed: 


2 At-Taivbah;120 

3 Al-'Imran; 79 
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Indeed Allah has purchased of the believers their lives and their properties; for the 
price that theirs shall be the Paradise. They fight in Allah's Cause, so they kill and 
are killed. It is a promise in truth which is binding on Him in the Tawrat and the 
Injll and the Qur'an. And who is truer to his covenant than Allah? Then rejoice in the 
bargain that you have concluded. That is the supreme success. 4 5 


And we are before the Table of Allah, ‘Azza Wa Jail, bearing incapability and weakness, 
but eager for an increase of good. And before the enemies of Allah we are with strength 
that does not soften: 


Ijju-ajj LjU djjj 

y y y _ 

But Sufficient is Your Lord as a Guide and a Helper 


O Muslim! If you see us and recognize us, then be with us, bearing the burden with 
your brothers: 


y 0 6 y $ 0 yy 0 9 y y y y 

And assist one another in righteousness and piety 6 


So in this treatise, their lies an individual burden for you - knowledge and Jihad - and it 
is not impossible for you to be like Abu Baslr, 7 may Allah be pleased with him. 

This is our (i.e. the Victorious Party's) path - it was paved by the Prophets and the 
martyrs and the righteous. So advance towards Allah with your all, and do not let your 
spirit undervalue its right. 


^ O V > > y o yO £ > > ^y ? y 9 y y > y y y 

Oy-oj-a oi 

So do not become weak (against your enemy), nor be sad, and you will be superior 

(in victory) if you are indeed believers 8 


4 At-Tawbah; 111 

5 Al-Furcjan; 31 

6 Al-Maidah; 2 

7 Translator's Note: He is Abu Baslr 'Utbah Ibn Asad Ibn Jariyah Ath-ThaqafI, a companion who became 
Muslim the year of the Treaty of Al-Hudaybiyah. His story will be mentioned in a later chapter. In Sha 
Allah. 

8 Al-'Imrdn; 139 
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THIS IS OUR 'AQIDAH 


We believe in what our pious predecessors from the first centuries were upon, in totality 
and in all the details. 

So we are upon the statement of Ahl As-Sunnah Wal-Jamaah in the issues of I man, 
between the Murji'ah and the Khawarij. So we say that Iman is statement and action and 
intention and Sunnah, and likewise Kafr is statement and action. And that Iman has 
levels and branches, and it is upon various degrees, and we exclude [people] from 
complete Iman. And from disbelief is the greater disbelief and the lesser disbelief. And 
the statement that, "The Kufr of action is always lesser Kufr, and that Kufr in belief is 
always greater Kufr" is an innovative statement. So from the Kufr of action is the greater 
[Kufr] and the lesser [Kufr], and from the Kufr of belief is the greater [Kufr] and the lesser 
[Kufr]. 

And we believe that the statement that, "Indeed a human does not disbelieve except 
through denial in the heart" is an innovative statement from the statements of the 
Murji'ah, as denial can be with action, just as it can be [committed] with the heart. And 
we believe that the apparent actions are an indication of what is hidden. So action in the 
belief of Ahl As-Sunnah Wal-Jamaah is will and ability, for where is an action, there is 
consent [to the action], except in the case of coercion. 

And we believe Kufr [is two types] - disbelief due to ignorance, and disbelief due to 
rejection. And we believe that the majority of the disbelief of the people is in the 
stubbornness and rejection, and this is the Kufr that the Messenger of Allah fought the 
people upon. And the Kufr of the denominations was generally in the acts of worship - 
and they are sacrifice, loyalty, disavowal, judgment, and legislation. 

And we believe that the foundation of the religion is one - and it is to single out the 
Lord in worship, and it is the Religion of Islam, even if the Sharai' (legislations) differ. 
"Indeed we are a brotherhood of Prophets, our Religion is one." 9 

And we believe that division and following the Mutashabihat 10 instead of the Muhkamat, 
11 and desire in place of the sound Guidance is from the signs of the people of 
innovation. 12 


9 Agreed upon 

1(1 Translator's Note: Al-Mutashabihat are those verses that are not clear in meaning by themselves, and 
must be understood in light of the Muhkam Verses. From the Mutashabihat are Verses whose meanings are 
understood by the scholars, and from them are Verses whose meanings are understood by Allah Alone. 

11 Translator's Note: Al-Muhkamdt are those Verses that are clear in meaning, and cannot be distorted or 
misunderstood. They make up the bulk of the Qur'an. 

12 Translator's Note: Al-Bukharl narrated that A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said: "The 
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And we believe that innovation is not one degree. From it is that which is pure, 
unadulterated Kufr, like the jdhilJ innovations, for example the Statement of Allah: 


^ ^y y * . y„ y y 0 0 ' ' 0 \ 'm' * ' ' 0 <■ ' 00 ■" ^ «*» A o *y y y 

Lu j-u-J Ij— a j ^ (j j' ^uJ lj _a IjJlii I \\>^>t ^LuVIj o j^JI <j-o Ijj Li_o <11 

y y y y y y y y y y y y 

And they assign to Allah a share of the tilth and cattle which He has created, and 
they say: "This is for Allah according to their pretending, and this is for our 

partners." 13 

And His Statement: 


. 0 y* S^x-Otf *y y y yy * 6 y y y * *2 V . -• / o j * * y 0 9- y*y 

<Lx& ^ q <!Lla ub ^ j <u^JLk ^LuVI 6 j—& L IjJLSj 

y y y y y y y y y y ** y 

And they say: "What is in the bellies of such and such cattle is for our males alone, 
and forbidden to our females, but if it is born dead, then all have shares therein." 14 


And His Statement: 


f.U. Vj < I ' tytj Vj <juLui Vj 6j <-> \ Cj-o, <111 J La 
Allah has not instituted things like Bahlrah or a Sa'ibah or a WasTlah or a Ham 


And likewise the innovation of the hypocrites in their taking the Religion as a pretext to 
protect themselves and their wealth. 


Messenger of Allah, <u-.Lt <dl 1 _ r L^, recited this Verse, 'It is He Who has sent down to you the Book. 
In it are Verses that are entirely clear, they are the foundations of the Book; and others not entirely 
clear. So as for those in whose hearts there is a deviation (from the truth) they follow that which is not 
entirely clear thereof, seeking Al-Fitnah and seeking for its hidden meanings, but none knows its 
hidden meanings save Allah. And those who are firmly grounded in knowledge say: "We believe in it; 
the whole of it (clear and unclear Verses) are from our Lord." And none receive admonition except 
men of understanding/ ( Al-Imran; 7). She said, "The Messenger of Allah, <ult <lUI Lr L uQ , said, 'So if 
you see those who follow that which is not entirely clear thereof then they are those whom Allah has named (as 
having deviation from the Truth), so beware of them.’" - Al-Bukharl Vol. 6 Book 60 Num. 70 
13 Al-An'am ; 136 
H Ah An dm -139 

15 Al-Maidah ; 103. Translator's Note: The Bahlrah was a she-camel whose milk was spared for the idols 
and nobody was allowed to milk it (during the Jdhiliyyah); the Sa'ibah was a she-camel let loose for free 
pasture for their false gods, and nothing was allowed to be carried on it; the WasTlah was a she-camel set 
free for the idols because it gave birth to a she-camel at its first delivery and then again gave birth to a 
she-camel at its second delivery; and the Ham was a stallion-camel freed from work for their idols after it 
had finished a number of copulations assigned for it. 
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And from it are the acts of disobedience that are not Kufr, or whether they Kufr or not is 
differed upon; like the innovation of the Khawarij and the Qadariyyah and the Murji'ah 
and those similar to them from amongst the deviant sects. 

And from it is that which is disobedience that is agreed upon is not Kufr, like the 
innovation of celibacy, and fasting while standing in the sun, and castration with the 
intention of cutting off the desire for intercourse. 

And from it is that which is disliked, like gathering to make Du'a the night of 'Arafah, 
and mentioning the rulers in the Friday sermon. 

And in relation the Names and Attributes of Allah, we believe in what the righteous 
predecessors were upon, and their belief is between that of the Mu'attilah 16 and that of 
the Mushabbihah . 17 

And we are between the Murji'ah and the Khawarij in the subject of the Promise and the 
Threat [of Allah] - and His Promise and His Warnings are Haqq - all of them. And if the 
Muslim disobeys [Allah] and does not repent a sincere and truthful repentance, then he 
is entrusted to the Mercy of Allah. If He wishes. He will punish him, and if He wishes. 
He will forgive him. 

And we believe that everything the Messenger of Allah, f-Uj <ulc <tilf / came with 
relating to the Unseen - like Paradise, Hellfire, the Throne, the Footstool, the Bridge, the 
Balance, the Gathering, and the punishment of the grave - are Haqq. 

And in the matter of Divine Preordainment, we are between the Jabariyyah 18 and the 
Qadariyyah, 19 so our actions and our will are both created, and the human being is an 
actor whose actions and will are attributed to him, and he carries out his actions in truth 
(i.e. out of his own will). 

And the Dunya is the place of means whose abandonment is not permissible so long as 
one has the ability to perform them. And relying upon them is Shirk, and leaving them 
is disobedience, and not acknowledging them is Zandaqah . 20 


1(1 Translator's Note: The Mu'attilah are those who negate some or all of Allah's Names and Attributes, 
and strip Him of them by denying their existence as qualities possessed by Allah Ta'ala. 

17 Translator's Note: The Mushabbihah are those who exceeded the limits with regard to the affirmation of 
Allah's attributes to the level that they compare the Creator's attributes to those of the creation. 

18 Translator's Note: The Jabariyyah hold the belief that people have no free will, and are therefore not 
responsible for their actions. 

19 Translator's Note: The Qadariyyah are those who deny Al-Q a dar, and say that man has an independent 
will, and he independently causes his actions, whether good or bad, and that they are not caused by the 
Will of Allah. Glorified and Exalted be Allah far above anything happening in His Dominion without His 
Will! 

20 Translator's Note: What is being stated here is that the Dunya is a place in which means are taken to 
fulfill ends, and precautions are taken to avoid harms. We don't just say that we trust everything will be 
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And we believe that Sufism is an innovative, false creed, and that it corrupts the Dunya 
and the Religion, and that the Shi'ah Rawafidh are a party of Kufr and that they are from 
the evil creations under the roof of the heavens with respect to the Muslims. 

And [we believe] that the Muslim groups that enter into elections and the legislative 
councils are innovative groups, and that the legislative councils in the secular countries 
are one of the vocations of Kufr. We acquit ourselves from their actions in front of Allah. 

And blind-following is an evil that is necessary for the one who has no other option. 

And we believe that the ruler and his group who exchange the Shari'ah are disbelievers 
and apostates, and rising up against them with weapons and with force is an individual 
obligation (Fardh 'Ayri) upon every Muslim, and that the ones who prevent [people] 
from this for any reason - like there not existing an Imam or using fatalistic evidences as 
their proofs - like the corruption of the people or the lack of differentiation, or taking as 
evidence the methodology of Adam's first son - 


tdJjLaV JJI In < iiLu Li La ^ dlflll el _L ^J] Ci ki n t 

If you do stretch your hand against me to kill me, I shall never stretch my hand 

against you to kill you 21 


- they are ignorant and they say about Allah that which they have no knowledge of. 

And Jihad is continuous until the Day of Judgment, under every pious and corrupt 
[ruler], and obedience to him (i.e. to the corrupt ruler) in disobedience to Allah is not 
permissible. 


fine and not take any actions to make this happen. The Shaykh then mentions that relying upon these 
means is Shirk. He is explaining that if someone performs a means or takes a precaution, then believes 
that these things themselves help the person, and it is not Allah that helps through these things, then this 
is Shirk. He explains that abandoning these precautions is an act of disobedience and that denying their 
reality is Zandaqah. An example to better explain this is as follows: We are ordered to take precautions in 
general, and when we drive, this is no exception. A clear precaution would be to wear a seatbelt. If 
someone is able to wear one, and knows the risks of not doing so, yet persists in not doing so, then he 
would be sinful, as he is not taking the necessary reasonable precautions to keep himself safe. At the same 
time, if the person believes that the seatbelt in and of itself is what protects him, and not that this is a 
means by which Allah would protect him, then this is Shirk. At the same time, if a person says that they 
will just trust in Allah and everything will be fine, but they do not wear the seatbelt which Allah made a 
means of protection for them, then this is Zandaqah. This is the case as well regarding things such as 
taking precautions to stay healthy, such as eating right, wearing armour during fighting, locking doors to 
houses, etc. Even Jihad itself comes under this category, as it is a means by which Allah protects the 
Muslims and spreads His Religion. 

21 Al-Maidah ; 28 
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And we believe that any party that is united upon a principle other than Islam is a party 
of apostasy and disbelief, like the nationalistic parties and the patriotic, communist, 
Ba'ath, secular and democratic ones. And that the call of there being no difference 
between the Muslim and the Kafir under the pretext of citizenship is a false call from the 
days of ignorance; and likewise are the calls to differentiate [people] based on blood or 
country, as is the state of the nations now. 

And we believe that the statement "Establish the Islamic State in your breasts and it will 
be established for you in your land" has a Jabarl, Irjd'I meaning to those who state it. 

And we believe that the Divine Promises in the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His 
Messenger are commandments to the Muslims to undertake the means for them and to 
strive to achieve them. 

And we believe that if the Mufti is upon the whim of the ruler, and issues verdicts in 
accordance with what [the ruler] wishes even if it opposes the Shar'Iah, and goes 
however he goes, and he justifies the ruler's deeds to him and assists him in truth or in 
falsehood, he is a disbeliever and an apostate. 

And as for those scholars and Shuyukh who assume positions [working for] the groups 
of apostasy, then they are different divisions. 

1) One group who were deceived by the Taghut as to his situation, and he hid his 
affair from them. And they are a group that is excused with Allah. 

2) A group that knows the state of the Taghut, but they desired to lessen his evil, 
and to achieve good for the people of Truth and for the Religion, so they are 
rewarded. 

3) A group that knows the state of the Taghut, and they allied with him and assisted 
him and defended him and falsified the Religion for the people, and were silent 
about the knowledge Allah has given them, in service to the Taghut, seeking the 
Dunya and leadership. So they are disbelievers and apostates. And related to this 
topic, and Allah knows what is hidden, but it is upon us only to judge by the 
apparent and by the indications of [one's] state. 

And we believe that whoever took other than Islam as a religion is a disbeliever, 
whether or not the message reached him. And he is a disbeliever due to stubbornness 
and rejection. And the one who the message did not reach is a disbeliever due to the 
Kufr of ignorance. 

And we believe that the one who enters Islam with certainty cannot leave it except with 
certainty, and a man's entering into Kufr is quicker than his entering into Islam. 

And we believe that the legislations of Islam are the branches of Iman. He who 
abandons one of the obligations has left Iman, though the ruling of Islam remains upon 
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him. And if the servant comes with one of the nullifiers of Islam, the remaining branches 
do not benefit him if they are present. 

And we do not make absolute Takfir due to [a person committing] an act of 
disobedience, or sins, or major sins. And from the [acts of] disobedience are those acts 
which are clear Kufr, like cursing the Prophets and scorning their Religion. 

And we love the companions of the Prophet, and we curse those who hate them. 

And we believe that implementing the Shar'I rulings has no relation to the foundation of 
the Religion. 22 And we do not perform Takfir of any one of the Muslims who had an 
Ijtihad or Ta'wTl who does not nullify the covenant of commitment. And there is no 
correlation between error and sin, just as there is no correlation between Kufr by 
category (of the action) and Kufr of the individual. 23 

And we believe that the advancement and the retardation of the Muslims is contingent 


22 Translator's Note: Earlier in the book, the Shaykh mentioned, "And we believe that the foundation of 
the religions is one - and it is to single out the Lord in worship, and it is the Religion of Islam, even if the 
Shard'i' (legislations) differ." Here he is stating that the implementation of the individual Shar'I rulings 
has no relation to this foundation. This can be better understood in light of what the Shaykh discussed in 
other areas. In the Shaykli’s cassette tape series "Dawrat Al-Imdn", he explains that he sees a difference 
between the Foundation of the Religion and the Pillars of the Religion. He sees that the Foundation of the 
Religion is the testimony of "La Ildha Ilia Allah Muhammad Rasul Allah" and the meanings that are 
included in it. This is constant in every Message that has come from Allah, no matter what Legislations 
the Messenger comes with. The Pillars are those matters which the Religion is based upon, but may differ 
from Messenger to Messenger, such as the five daily prayers. Based on this understanding, the person 
who didn't have knowledge of the Foundation of the Religion, such as someone who didn't even know 
that we do not worship other than Allah, would not be Muslim, despite ignorance, even if he professed 
the Shahadah. On the other hand, if someone professed the Shahadah, and knew what it meant, then 
abandoned an individual Pillar, we would state that this nullifies the Religion, but he would be excused 
because but he would be excused because it is possible to have ignorance in the Pillars, but not in the 
Foundation itself. So if someone is ignorant of the forbiddance of worshiping other than Allah, he would 
not be Muslim. However, if someone accepted this and followed it in general, then fell into an individual 
act of worship out of ignorance of that action being an act of worship, he would be excused, as the 
individual act itself is not from the Foundations, rather the general concept is the Foundation. 

23 Translator's Note: Here he is referring to two matters. The first is that someone being mistaken does 
not necessitate that he is sinful, as being mistaken is an excuse in Islam, whether it be due to ignorance, if 
the person has tried to learn, as well as if it were a slip of tongue, etc. This is proven by the Hadith of Anas 
Ibn Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, that the Prophet, f-Loj <111 tJ L^, "Allah is more pleased with the 
repentance of a servant as he turns towards Him for repentance than this: One amongst you is upon a camel in the 
waterless desert and there is upon (that camel) his provision of food and drink also and it is lost by him and he, 
having lost all hope, lies down in the shade and is disappointed about his camel and then he discovers the camel 
standing right in front of him. He takes hold of his nose string and then, out of his overwhelming joy says, 'O Lord! 
You are my servant and I am your Lord!' He commits this mistake out of extreme delight."' Narrated by Muslim. 
As for the second statement about Kufr by category (of the action) and Kufr of the individual, then Ibn 
Taymiyyah, may Allah have Mercy on him, stated, "The truth of the matter regarding this, is that a 
statement may be Kufr. So it is said, 'Whoever says this (thing) is a Kafir.' However, an individual who 
says this thing is not immediately called a Kafir until the clarification - the kind of which will render a 
person a Kafir if he denies it - has been established upon him." And he stated, "And the sayings, which - 
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on the decrease of faith or its clarity, in knowledge and in action. 

And the lands of the Muslims ruled with the laws of Kufr are lands that join between 
two characterizations - a characterization of being a land of Kufr, and a characterization 
of being a land of Islam - meaning each one in it is [treated] according to what he is. So 
the Muslim is a Muslim, and the Kafir is a Kafir. And the principle ruling [about these 
lands] is that their people are Muslim, irrespective of whether there are those whose 
[states] are known or those whose states are hidden. 

And we believe that the Victorious Party is a party of 'Ilm and Jihad. 

And all praise is due to Allah, Lord of the Worlds. 


whoever says them, disbelieves; it may be that that man did not possess the texts, which are required to 
understand the truth [or maybe they] did not reach him or he might have them but he did not consider 
them acceptable or he may not have understood them correctly or he may have misunderstandings that 
Allah will excuse. So whoever, from the Mu'minm, is a Mujtahid (a jurist capable of using the texts to 
derive a ruling or - if there are no texts, he is qualified to exercise his Ijtihad (deductive reasoning)), but 
makes an error, then surely Allah will forgive his error, whoever he may be. [This applies] whether it is in 
matters of belief or matters of deeds. This is what the Sahabah of the Messenger of Allah, till 

and the majority of the leaders of Islam are upon. And they do not divide matters into matters of Usui 
(foundations) - that he who negates it [automatically] disbelieves or into Furii' (branches) - that he who 
negates it never disbelieves." He stated in another area, "And the general curse does not always implicate 
the cursing of the specific individual [because] that [person may] have something that prevents the curse 
from applying to him. And like that, are the general Tnkfir and the general threats of punishment. Based 
on this, the general threat of punishment in the Book and the Sunnah, is made subject to the precondition 
of the establishment of conditions and the elimination of all the defenses [of that individual]." He also 
mentioned, "And I used to make it clear to them that it has been narrated to them from the Salaf and the 
Imams that making Takfir to one who says such-and-such is also correct, but it is compulsory to 
differentiate between the general and the specific [by declaring], 'Whoever does this, then he is such-and- 
such!' And this is the same way the Salaf did it when they would say, 'Whoever says such-and-such, then 
he is such-and-such.' The specific individual will prevent the general threats of punishment from 
applying to him through his Tawbah or rewards which cancel it (i.e. the general threats) or the trials, 
which befall him that might cancel it or the intercession that is accepted [by Allah]." "Majmu Al-Fatawa", 
3/230; 10/329; 23/41. Despite the fact that some of these quotes are referring to matters other than Takfir, 
they still explain the general rule of a description of an action not always being placed upon the one who 
performs it. 
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THE VICTORIOUS PARTY IS A PARTY THAT FIGHTS 


24 


Ibn Al-Qaryah Al-Falah Al-Mu'tasim wrote, 

"The people of the Sahih [books] and the Musnads and the Sunan and the Ma'ajim and 
the Fawaid have narrated from a group from the companions of the Messenger of Allah, 
f-Luj <dij <uL dll - from them 'Umar, Zayd Ibn Arqam, Salamah Ibn Nufayl, 'Imran 
Ibn Husayn, Sa'd Ibn Abl Waqqas, Abu Umamah, Abu Hurayrah, Jabir, Thawban, 
Mu'awiyah, An-Nu'man, Al-Mughlrah, 'Uqbah, and Qurrah, may Allah be pleased with 
them all, as Marfu r 25 Mutawatir 26 , that he (the Messenger of Allah) said, "There will not 
cease to exist a group from my Ummah fighting upon the Command of Allah, subjugating their 
enemies. They will not be harmed by those who oppose them, until the Hour comes to them." 27 
And the wording in Muslim and in Al-Bukharl, "...or those who abandon them ." 28 

And the traits of the Victorious Party gathered from the multitude of these Ahadlth are 
that: 

1) It does not cease to exist 29 


24 Translator's Note: In addition to the words of Shaykh Abu Qatadah, this chapter includes portions 
taken from Shaykh Abu Baslr At-Tartusi's book “Sifat At-Ta'ifah Al-Mansurah AllatT Yajib TakthTr 
Sawadihah,” Shaykh Abdul-Qadir Ibn 'Abdil-'Aziz's book "Ar-Radd 'Aid Shubuhat Muta'aliqah Bil-Bay'ah 
Wal-Imarah,” Shaykh Ahmad Ibn 'Abdillah Az-Zahrahni's article entitled, "At-Ta'ifah Al-Mansurah Tunqith 
Al-Maivqif," and Ibn Al-Qaryah Al-Falah Al-Mu'tasim's article entitled, "Allahu Akbar! Sadaq Allah Wa 
Rasiiluhu, Wa Kaththab Al-Wujiid Amrika, Wa Thaharat At-Ta'ifah Al-Mansurah." 

And the necessity of mentioning that the Victorious Party is a Party that fights, is to refute the 
constant misattribution of this title to those not worthy of it, as well as the Neo -Salafl assertion that the 
Victorious Party are those upon the " SalafT" Manhaj, based on some of the other Ahadlth mentioning the 
Victorious Party as those who remain upon what the Prophet,f-Uj <ul* <Ui l A ua , and his Companions were 
upon (i.e. the ‘Aqidah of Ahl As-Sunnah Wal-Jamaah), while intentionally ignoring the authentic narrations 
about the Victorious Party being a Party that, in all eras and under all circumstances, fights for the 
establishment of the Religion of Allah. 

27 Translator's Note: A Marfu - lit. "raised up" - HadTth refers to those narrations that are raised up to the 
Messenger of Allah <u-l* uii whether they are an action or a statement, and whether they are 
narrated with intact chains or not. It is also not a condition for it to be attributed to the Prophet, <411 
jvUuj by the Companion, according to the majority of the scholars, while Al-Khatib said that 

Companion must attribute it to the Prophet <uJc <011Look to "Al-Bd’ith Al-Hathlth Sharh Ikhtisar 
'Ulum Al-HadTth" (Pg. 43). Published by, "Dar Al-Kutub Al-Tlmiyyah” Beirut. 

26 Translator's Note: A Mutawatir (consecutive) HadTth is one that is reported by such a large number of 
people that they cannot be expected to agree upon a lie, all of them together. 

27 Narrated by Muslim, Kitab Al-Imarah #3550 

28 Narrated by Al-BukharT in "Fardh Al-Khumus" #2884, and “Al-Manaqib" #3369, Muslim in "Al-Imarah” 
#3548, #3549, and others. 

29 Narrated by the majority of the Muhaddithin 
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2) Or, it does not discontinue or it will not discontinue 30 

3) It is a Taifah (party) 31 

4) Or, it is an 'Isabah (group) 32 

5) Or, it is an Ummah (nation) 33 

6) Or, it is Nas (people) 34 

7) From the Prophet's Ummah 35 

8) Or, from the Muslims 36 

9) Established upon the Command of Allah 37 

10) Or, upon the Truth 38 

11) Victorious wherever they go 39 

12) Manifest upon the people 40 

13) Or, upon those who oppose them 41 

14) Fighting 42 

15) Or, they fight the Fudhul 43 of misguidance 44 

30 Sunan Sa'Id Ibn Mansur 2/177, and Ibn 'Asakir in Tarlkh Dimashq 1/259. Translator's Note: The first 
phrase was mentioned by Al-HaythamI in "Majma' Az-Zawa id”, Vol. 7/309, and he mentioned that it was 
narrated by At-TabaranI in “Al-Mu'jam Al-KabTr" and that its men are trustworthy. The second phrase was 
declared “Sahth" by Al-AlbanT except for the phrasing within the HadTth which states "And the majority of 
them are the People of Ash-Sham." “Fadhail Ash-Sham" , 6. 

11 Narrated by the majority of the Muhaddithm. And a Taifah in the Arabic language is a group that can 
come as a part of a sequence. The smallest it can be is three or four individuals. 

32 Narrated by the majority of the Muhaddithm. And an 'Isabah is defined as a group comprised of 
between 10 and 40 individuals, though it may be used to describe a number greater than that, as in the 
HadTth of the Prophet, " Allahumma, if you destroy this 'Isabah from the people of Islam..." (narrated by Muslim 
3/1384). So, the Prophet used the word 'Isabah to describe his companions [at Badr,] and there was over 
300 of them. 

33 Narrated by Ibn Jarir in Tahthlb Al-Atliar in Musnad 'All 2/820. And an Ummah is comprised of one 
person and up, as Allah called Ibrahim, peace be upon him, an Ummah. Translator's Note: This phrase 
was also narrated by Imam Ahmad in his "Musnad", and declared "SahTh on the conditions of Muslim", 
by Al-AlbanI in "Silsilat Al-Ahadtth As-SahThah" , #1971. 

34 Narrated by Ibn Hibban 15/248. And the word Nas is a general word that encompasses a Taifah, a 
'Isabah, and an Ummah. 

35 Narrated by the majority of the Muhaddithm 

36 Narrated by Muslim 3/1524 

37 Agreed upon 

38 The well known wording, narrated by the majority of the Muhaddithm 

39 Narrated by Sa'Id Ibn Mansur 2/178. Translator's Note: Al-AlbanT declared it "SahTh" except for the 
phrasing within it that states "And the majority of them are the People of Ash-Sham." "Fadhail Ash- 
Sham", 6. 

40 Narrated by the majority of the Muhaddithm 

41 Narrated by the majority of the Midiaddithm 

42 Narrated by Muslim 3/1524 

43 Translator's Note: Fudhul can either mean "abundances", "that in which there is no benefit" or it can 
mean "intrusiveness". So it could mean "...they fight the abundances of misguidance", "...they fight that 
in which there is no benefit from the misguidance", or ".. .they fight the intrusiveness of misguidnce." 

44 Narrated by Ibn 'Asakir in " Tarlkh Dimashq" 1/267. Translator's Note: This phrase was mentioned in a 
narration in "Ad-Durr Al-Manthur Bit-Tafsiri Bil-Ma'thur" and As-SuyutI attributed it to 'Abd Ibn 
Humayd, Ibn Abl Hatim and Abush-Shaykh, from Qatadah. 
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16) Or, waging Jihad 45 

17) They will be expelled into every area 46 

18) Subjugating their enemies 47 

19) They do not care about those who oppose them or abandon them 48 

20) Or, confront them, except what befalls them of anxiety 49 

21) They do not care about the enmity of those who have taken them as enemies 50 

22) Nor do those who abandon them detract from them 51 

23) And they are like the vessel [of food] between people eating 52 

24) And Allah will deviate the hearts of some of the people by way of them, and 
provide for them through them 53 

25) And that they will be besieged 54 

26) The incitement of their leaders to fight 55 

27) They prefer martyrdom to victory 56 

28) Until the Command of Allah comes and they are upon this 57 

29) Or, until the Day of Resurrection 58 

30) They are in Jerusalem 59 

31) Or, in the sides of Jerusalem 60 

45 “Swum Sa'Td Ibn Mansur" 2/177. Translator's Note: From Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with 
him. 

46 " Sunan Sa'Td Ibn Mansur" 2/178. Translator's Note: One narration from Abud-Darda and one from Abu 
Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with them both. 

47 Narrated by Muslim 3/1524 and others 

48 Narrated by the majority of the Muhaddithm 

49 Al-HaythamI stated in "Majma' Az-Zawaid” 7/288; Narrated by Abdullah by way of Wijadah, his 
father, and At-TabaranT, and its men are trustworthy. Translator's Note: It was also narrated by Ibn Jarir 
in “Musnad 'Umar", Vol. 2/823. It was rejected by Al-AlbanI with this wording in “Silsilat Al-Ahadlth Adh- 
Dha'Ifah”, #5849. 

50 Narrated by Ibn'Asakir in “TdrTkh Dimashq" 1/265. Translator's Note: From Mu'awiyah, may Allah be 
pleased with him. 

51 Narrated by Al-Bukharl in At-TarTkh Al-KabTr 7/327 

52 Narrated by Ibn Jarir in TahthTb Al-Athar 2/823 and At-TabaranI in Al-Mu'jam Al-KabTr 20/317 

53 Narrated by Ahmad 4/104 and others Translator's Note: From the HadTth of Salamah Ibn Nufayl As- 
Sukunl. From amongst the others who narrated it is An-Nasa'I. This HadTth was narrated with numerous 
phrasings, all of which are the same except for a few words. Some of these narrations were declared 
"SahTh" by Ibn Jarir At-Tabarl in “Musnad 'Umar", Vol. 2/826, Al-AlbanI in "SahTh An-Nasa'T", #3563, and 
"SahTh upon the conditions of Muslim" in " Silsilat Al-Ahadlth As-SahThah", Vol. 4/571. It was also declared 
"Hasan" by Al-Wadi'I in "As-SahTh Al-Musnad Min Md Laysa Fis-SahThayn", 451. 

54 Narrated by Al-Hakim from the HadTth of Huthayfah Ibn Usayyid 4/574. Translator's Note: Al-Hakim 
authenticated, and Ath-ThahabI agreed, and stated it was upon the conditions of Al-Bukharl and Muslim. 

55 Ibid 

56 Ibid 

57 The well-known wording narrated by the majority of the Muhaddithm 

58 Narrated by the majority of the Muhaddithm 

59 Narrated by Ahmad 5/269. Translator's Note: This narration was declared " Dha'Tf by Al-AlbanI in 
"SahTh Ibn Khuzaymah", #1397. 

60 Ibid. Translator's Note: This narration was declared " Munkar" by Al-AlbanI in " Silsilat Al-Ahadith Adh- 
Dha'Tfah", #6390 
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32) Or, at the doors of Jerusalem 61 

33) Or, the people of the west 62 

34) Or, at the doors of Damascus 63 

35) Most of them are the People of Ash-Sham 64 

End quote from Ibn Al-Qaryah Al-Falah Al-Mu'tasim, may Allah preserve him. 65 


And the texts of some of the most prominent of these Ahadith are: 

1) From Jabir, may Allah be pleased with him, who said, "The Messenger of Allah, 

jvL it^ 4 < lr <111 y / said, 'There will never cease to exist a party from my Ummah, 
fighting upon the Truth, manifest until the Day of Resurrection.' He said, 'So 'Isa Ibn 
Maryam, <4*, will descend, so their leader will say, 'Come and lead us in prayer.' 
He will say, 'No, you are to one another leaders, an honor for this Ummah from 
Allah."' 66 ‘ 

2) From 'Uqbah Ibn Al-Husayn, may Allah be pleased with him, who said, "The 
Messenger of Allah, <uJc <lil ur L-, said, 'There will never cease to exist in my 
Ummah a party fighting upon the Truth, manifest against those opposing them, until the 
last of them fight the Dajjdl.'" 67 

3) From 'Uqbah Ibn 'Amir, who said, "I heard the Messenger of Allah, <uic <lil ls L*= 
f-Oij, saying, 'There will never cease to remain a faction from my Ummah fighting upon 
the command of Allah, subjugating their enemies. They are not harmed by those who 
oppose them, until the Hour arrives and they are upon that.'" 68 

4) From Jabir Ibn Samurah, may Allah be pleased with him, who said, "The 
Messenger of Allah, fh-j <uic <lii said, 'This Religion will remain established; a 


61 Narrated by Abu Ya'la 11/302. Translator's Note: This narration was rejected/declared defective by Ibn 
'Adi in " Al-Kamil Fidh-Dhu'afa'”, Vol. 8/368, Ibn Al-Qaysaram in “ThdkhTrat Al-Huffath”, Vol. 5/2613, Ath- 
Thahabl in “MTzan Al-Ttidal", Vol. 4/340, Ibn Rajab in his “Rasa it", Vol. 3/210, and others. 

62 Narrated by Muslim, 3/1525 

Narrated by Abu Ya'la 11/302. Translator's Note: This narration was rejected/declared defective by Ibn 
'AdT in “Al-Kamil Fidh-Dhu'afa", Vol. 8/368, Ibn Al-Qaysaram in " ThakhTrat Al-Huffath”, Vol. 5/2613, Ath- 
Thahabl in “MTzan Al-Ftidal", Vol. 4/340, Ibn Rajab in his "Rasail", Vol. 3/210, and others. 

64 Narrated by Ibn 'Asakir in Tdnkli Dimashq 1/258. Translator's Note: This phrasing was rejected by Al- 
Albanl in “Fadhail Ash-Sham", 6. 

65 Translator's Note: See Allahu Akbar! Sadaq Allah Wa Rasuluhu, Wa Kaththab Al-Wujud Amrlka, Wa 
Thaharat At-Ta'ifah Al-Mnnsurah, pp. 1-4. 

6(1 Narrated by Muslim 

67 Narrated by Ahmad. Translator's Note: Declared “SahTh” by Ibn Jarir At-Tabarl in " Musnad 'Umar”, 
Vol. 2/824, and Al-AlbanI in “SahTh AbTDawiid", #2484. It was declared to be upon the conditions of Imam 
Muslim by Al-WadiY in " As-SahTh Min Dalail An-Nubuwwah", 541. 

68 Narrated by Muslim 
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group of the Muslims will fight upon it until the Hour is established ."' 69 

5) In "SahTh Muslim", from Mu'awiyah Ibn Abl Sufyan, may Allah be pleased with 
him, who said, "The Messenger of Allah, fVuj <uic <lti LS lu= / said, "Whoever Allah 
desires good for, He grants him Fiqh in the Dm. And there will always remain a group 
from the Muslims fighting upon the Truth, manifest against those who oppose them, 
until the Day of Resurrection." 70 

6) Muslim also narrated, from Jabir Ibn 'Abdillah, may Allah be pleased with him, 

that he said, "I heard the Messenger of Allah, f-Vuj <ulc. <111 , say, 'There will 

never cease to exist a Party from my Ummah fighting upon the Truth, manifest, until the 
Day of Resurrection." 71 

7) And Abu Dawud and Al-Hakim narrated from 'Imran Ibn Husayn, may Allah be 

pleased with him, in a Marfu form, the statement of the Prophet, dll 

“There will never cease to exist a Party from my Ummah fighting upon the Truth, 
manifest against those who oppose them, until the last of them fight Al-MasTh Ad- 
Dajjdl ." 72 

So these AhadTth indicate that the Victorious Party that the Messenger of Allah, dll 
flujj <ulc, has praised, from its qualifications is that it fights in the Path of Allah in order 
to make the Religion manifest. And it is an established party that will never be cut off - 
"There will never cease to exist." It is established upon the Truth, and its meaning is 
following the [way of] pious predecessors. It is guided with the Guidance of the Book 
and the Sunnah, rejects what is foreign, and is genuine in its relation with the Truth. 
They have no concern for those who abandon them or those who oppose them. 


Benefit : The Meaning of the Victorious Party Being "Manifest" 


Shaykh Ahmad Ibn 'Abdillah Az-Zahrahm said, 

“And what is meant by their being manifest in the AhadTth is that they are not hidden or 
concealed, rather they are prevalent and manifest against those other than themselves, 
because in the [Arabic] language, Ath-Thahr (visibility) is the opposite of Al-Batn 
(concealment). So this refers to ascension as well as manifestation, and Al-Batn refers to 

69 Narrated by Muslim 
711 Narrated by Muslim 

71 Narrated by Muslim, Kitdb Al-Tman #225; Kitdb Al-Imarah #3547. 

72 Narrated by Abu Dawud, Kitdb Al-Jilidd 3/11, and in Mustadrak Al-Hakim, Kitdb Al-Jihad 2/71; Kitdb Al- 
Fitan 4/450. Translator's Note: This narration was declared " SahTh", by Ibn Jarir At-Tabarl in "Musnad 
‘Umar”, 2/825, Al-AlbanI in " SahTh AbT Ddivud”, #2484, and Al-WadiT declared it to be upon the 
conditions of Imam Muslim in "As-SahTh Min Daid'd An-Nubuwwah", 541. 
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concealment and decline. And these narrations tied between fighting and between 
manifestation, so in their fighting they have preponderance, and preponderance cannot 
come except with manifestation. And with this, the other narrations that mentioned 
manifestation and not fighting can be explained. 

From Al-Mughlrah Ibn Shu'bah, may Allah be pleased with him, who said, "I heard the 
Messenger of Allah, <uk <lii Lr l~=, saying, 'There will never cease to exist a people from 
my Ummah manifest upon the people until the Command of Allah comes, and they are 
manifest ."' 73 

And from Mu'awyiah, may Allah be pleased with him who said, "I heard the 
Messenger of Allah, f-L-uj dll Lr l~=, saying, 'There will never cease to exist a party from my 
Ummah establishing the Command of Allah; they will not be harmed by those who oppose them 
or contradict them, until the Command of Allah comes, and they are manifest upon the 
people."' 74 

And from Sa'd Ibn Abl Waqqas, may Allah be pleased with him, who said, "The 
Messenger of Allah, dll Lf JU*, said, "The people of the West will never cease to be 

manifest upon the Truth until the Hour is established." 75 

And from Thawban, may Allah be pleased with him, who said, "The Messenger of 
Allah, f-duj <uk dll tr La, said, 'There will never cease to exist a party from my Ummah manifest 
upon the Truth, they will not be harmed by those who abandon them, until the Command of 
Allah comes, and they are this way."' And in a narration with Ibn Majah, "There will not 
cease to exist a party from my Ummah upon the Truth, victorious. They will not be harmed by 
those who contradict them, until the Command of Allah, 'Azza Wa Jail, comes." 76 

And from Qurrah, may Allah be pleased with him, who said, "The Messenger of Allah, 
jvLii^ 4.1 If. <ijl Lr Lua / said, "If the people of Ash-Sham become corrupt, then there is no good in you. 
[And] there will never cease to exist party from my Ummah that is victorious, not caring about 
those who abandon them, until the Hour is established." And in a narration from him, "There 
will never cease to exist a party from my Ummah that will be victorious, they will not be harmed 
by those who abandon them, until the Hour is established ." 77 


73 Narrated by Muslim in Kitab Al-Imarah #3545, and this is his wording. And by Al-BukharT in Al- 
Manaqib #3368, and in Al-Ttisam #6767, and in At-TawhTd #6905; and it was narrated by Ahmad in Al- 
Musnad #17433; and by Ad-Darimi #2325 

74 Narrated by Muslim in Al-Imarah #3548, #3549; and Al-Bukharl in Fardh Al-Khumus #2884, and Al- 
Mandqib #3369; and Ahmad #16305,16323,16324,16276; and Ibn Majah in Al-Muqaddimah #9 

73 Narrated by Muslim in Kitab Al-Imarah #3551 

76 Narrated by Muslim in Al-Imarah #2554; and Ahmad #21369; and At-Tirmithi in Al-Fitan #2155; and 
Ibn Majah in Al-Muqaddimah #10 and Al-Fitan #3942 

77 Narrated by Ahmed #19473, and this is his wording, and #19468, #15043, and At-Tirmithi in Al-Fitan 
#2118, and Ibn Majah in Al-Muqaddimah #6. Translator's Note: This HadTth was declared “Hasan Sahih" by 
At-Tirmithi in his “Jami'”, #2192, Al-Albam declared it " Saluh according to the conditions of the Two 
Shaykhs" by in "Silsilat Al-Ahadith As-Sahihah", #403, and in “Mishkat Al-Masabih”, #6247. He declared it 
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And this is assisted by the Hadlth of Jabir Ibn Samrah, may Allah be pleased with him, 
who said, "This Religion will continue to he established; a of party from the Muslims will fight 
upon it until the Hour is established." 78 And in a wording from Al-Hakim, "This Religion 
will never cease to be established, a group of the Muslims will fight upon it until the Hour is 
established ." 79 

And Muslim narrated from the Hadlth of 'Uqbah Ibn 'Amir, may Allah be pleased with 
him, that he said, " As for me, then I heard the Messenger of Allah, <lil Lr L-=, say 

'There will never cease to remain a faction from my Ummah fighting upon the command of 
Allah, subjugating their enemies. They are not harmed by those who oppose them, until the 
Hour arrives upon them and they are upon that."' So 'Abdullah said, "Indeed. Then Allah 
will send a wind like the smell of Misk, its touch is like the touch of silk, and it will not 
leave a soul with a grain's weight of I man except that it takes it, then there will remain 
the worst of people, [and] upon them the Hour will be established." 80 

And subjugation of the enemy cannot be except with prevalence and manifestation. 
And in narrations explaining the manifestation as [their] subjugation [of the their 
enemies], and there also came its explanation as victory, and all of these are meanings 
that explain the word "manifest." 

Al-Imam Al-QurtubI said, "...And manifest, victorious, prevalent, as [he] said in the last 
Hadlth, 'Righting upon the command of Allah, subjugating their enemies, they will not be 
harmed by those who abandon them,' meaning those of the creation who do not assist 
them." 81 

And the HadTth of 'Imran Ibn Husayn preceded, in [Sunan] Abl Dawud in [the chapter 
on] Jihad, and in [Mustadrak] Al-Hakim in [the chapter on] Jihad, and [the chapter on] 
Al-Fitan." 

End of quote from Shaykh Ahmad Ibn Abdillah Az-Zahrahnl, may Allah preserve him. 82 


“Sahih”, in "Sahih Al-Jami'", #702, and " Sahih At-TirmithT , #2192. It was also declared "Sahih" by Al- 
Wadi'T in "As-Sahlh Al-Musnad", 1083. 

78 Narrated in Al-Imarah #172 

79 Al-Mustadrak 4/449. Translator's Note: This HadTth was narrated by Jabir Ibn Samurah, and was 
declared "Sahih" by Al-AlbanI in "Sahih Al-Jami'", #7704, and " Sahih according to the conditions of 
Muslim", in " Silsilat Al-AhadTth As-Sahihah", #963. 

80 Muslim, Kitab Al-Imarah #3550 

81 Al-Mufham 3/762 

82 Translator's Note: See At-Ta'ifah Al-Mansurah Tuncjith Al-Mawqif, pp. 2-3. 
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Benefit : The Indication From These Ahadith That Al-Jihad Fi Sabdillah 

Will Never Be Cut Off 


Shaykh Ahmad Ibn 'Abdillah Az-Zahrahm said, 

"These Prophetic texts clearly indicate the importance of Al-Jihad FT SabTlillah, and that it 
will never be cut off, and that it is continuous for the purpose of protecting the Religion 
and making the Truth victorious and refuting falsehood. And from this, you learn the 
greatness of the Fiqh of the Salafi when they mandated Jihad with the righteous and the 
evil [ruler], even with the oppressive, evil, tyrannical leader, and that what they are 
upon from tyranny and oppression does not invalidate Jihad with them. 

And may Allah have Mercy upon Al-Imdm Al-KhattabI when he clarified the meaning of 
the HadTth of 'Imran Ibn Husayn, and said, "In it is the clarification that Jihad is never 
cut off, because it is not agreed that [all] the leaders can be just, so this indicates that 
Jihad of the Kuffar with [the presence] of tyrannical leaders is obligatory, as it is with the 
people of justice, and that their oppression does not invalidate obedience to them in Al- 
Jihad and the other known things similar to this." 83 And the wisdom in this, and Allah 
knows best, is the preservation of the commands of the judicious Shari' (Shari ah) in the 
continuance of the rite of Jihad so that it is not cut off, which would lead to the 
elimination of the tremendous effects in the Dunya and Akhirah that result from Jihad. 

Allah Ta'ald said, 
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Say: "Do you wait for us (anything) except one of the two best things (martyrdom or 

victory)" 84 


Ibn Taymiyyah, may Allah have Mercy upon him, said, "This means either Victory and 
Triumph, or martyrdom and Paradise. So whoever lives from the Mujahidin is honored 
and has the reward of the Dunya and the excellent reward of the Akhirah, and whoever 
of them dies or is killed, then [he goes] to Jannah." 85 

Indeed the path to honor in both homes (i.e. the Dunya and Akhirah) is proclaiming the 
banner of Al-Jihad FT SabTlillah, and expending the wealth and the self in His Path, until 
the Muslim human race delights in victory and honor in its human existence [on Earth], 
or delights in victory and success in its existence in the Afterlife. And we were informed 


83 Ma'alim As-Sunan 2/236 

84 At-Tawbalv, 52 

85 Kitab Al-Jiliad 2 / 63 
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by the Prophetic narrations that the Victorious Party will confront those who 
abandoned them and the ones holding back and the ones opposing them in the Path of 
Jihad, and these ones will most likely be within the rank of the Muslims, and they are 
also from the trials upon the path from the day the Prophet, f-Uj <lOi announced 
the de facto status of Jihad (i.e. that it is continuous), and they will remain until Jihad 
ends the Day the Hour is established." 

End of quote from Shaykh Ahmad Ibn 'Abdillah Az-Zahrahnl, may Allah preserve him. 86 


And Ibn Al-Qaryah Al-Falah Al-Mu'tasim wrote, 

"And the following are some of the Salaf s understanding of this issue: 

Al-Bukharl, may Allah have Mercy upon him, [wrote a chapter entitled], "Chapter: Jihad 
is Continuous Under Every Righteous or Evil [Ruler]." 87 

Ibn Jarud, may Allah have Mercy upon him, wrote, "Chapter: The Continuance of Jihad 
Until the Day of Resurrection." 88 

Ibn Hibban wrote, "Chapter: The Continuance of Jihad .'' 89 
Abu Dawud wrote, "Chapter: On the Continuance of Jihad .'' 90 

As-San'anI, may Allah have Mercy upon him, wrote, "Indeed fighting the enemy is 
continuous until the Day of Resurrection, and from the mandates of this Party is 
fighting upon the Command of Allah." 91 

End of quote from Ibn Al-Qaryah Al-Falah Al-Mu'tasim, may Allah preserve him. 92 


Benefit : The Four Categorizations of People Derived From These 

AhadTth 


8(1 Translator's Note: See At-Ta'ifah Al-Mansurah Tunqith Al-Mawqif p. 3. 

87 Al-Bukhari 3/1048 

88 Al-Muntaqa 1/257 

89 Mawarid Ath-Tham’dn 1 / 389 

90 Sunan Ab! Dawud 3/4 

91 Subul As-Saldm 4/45 

92 Translator's Note: See Allaliu Akbar! Sadaq Allah Wa Rasuluhu, Wa Kaththab Al-Wujad Amrlka, Wa 
Thailarat At-Ta'ifah Al-Mansurah, p. 7. 
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Shaykh Ahmad Ibn 'Abdillah Az-Zahrahm said, 

“And the Prophetic narrations have mentioned four types of people, and they are: 

• The first type: The Victorious Party, and their description is that they are 
established upon Command of Allah Ta'dld, and that they are victorious, and that 
they are manifest upon the people, and that they fight upon the Truth, and that 
they subjugate their enemies, and that they do not care about those who oppose 
them or those who abandon them or assist them, and that they are upon this 
until the Command of Allah, Ta'dld, comes. 

• The second type: The abandoners, and they are those who have sat back from 
the Jihad, and such people. 

• The third type: The opposition, and they are the ones against the Victorious 
Party. 

• The fourth type: Those who give victory to the ones established upon the 
Command of Allah Ta'dld, but they are not at the status of the Victorious Party. 

So it is upon the Muslim to make clear to himself which of these types he is from - is he 
from the victorious ones, or from the assisters, or from the abandoners, or from the 
opposition? 

And let those established upon the Command of Allah know that it is upon them to 
prepare the preparations to terrorize the enemies of Allah and their enemies, and to 
incite the believers to fight, and to ready themselves to go forth in the Path of Allah, 
whether they are light or heavy, and to have patience during the harm and the suffering 
and the hardship that they meet on their path, and that they put their trust in Allah 
Alone. And with all this, the greater reality - that Victory is from Allah 'Azza Wa Jail no 
matter what they expend from ways and means - must be established within the souls. 

Allah Ta'dld said, 
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If Allah helps you, none can overcome you; and if He forsakes you, who is there after 
Him that can help you? And in Allah (Alone) let believers put their trust 93 


The Sunan of change are tied to the Hand of Allah Ta'ala, 
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And you will not, unless (it be) that Allah wills, the Lord of the 'AlainTn 94 


93 Al-'Imran ; 160 

94 At-Takwlr, 29 
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but what is required from the slaves is that they take the means, without depending on 
them. Allah Ta'alci said, 
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For each (person), there are angels in succession/before and behind him. They guard 
him by the Command of Allah. Verily! Allah will not change the good condition of a 
people as long as they do not change their state of goodness themselves. But when 
Allah wills a people's punishment, there can be no turning back of it, and they will 

find besides Him no protector" 95 


End of quote from Shaykh Ahmad Ibn Abdillah Az-Zahrahm, may Allah preserve him. 96 


Question : Is the Victorious Party Ahl Al-Hadith, and Do They Fight With 

the Pen or With the Sword? 


Ibn Al-Qaryah Al-Falah Al-Mu'tasim wrote, 

"And as for the statement of many of the Salaf that the Victorious Party are Ahl Al- 
Hadith, then the meaning is true. And the meaning of their statement is that the 
Victorious Party is upon the creed of Ahl Al-Hadith, and their creed is the soundest and 
the best-known. 

An-Nawawl, may Allah have Mercy upon him, said, "Ahmad Ibn Hanbal said, 'If they 
(i.e. the Victorious Party) are not Ahl Al-Hadith, then I do not know who they are/" 

And Al-Qadi Tyad said, "Indeed Ahmad intended Ahl As-Siinnah Wal-Jamd'ah, and 
those who believe in the Math'hab of Ahl Al-Hadith." 

Ibn Taymiyyah said in his Fatwa about the obligation of fighting the Tatar, when he 
mentioned the Victorious Party, "As for the parties in Ash-Sham and Misr and others 
like them, then at this time, they are the most deserving people to enter into the 
Victorious Party that was mentioned by the Prophet, f-k* j qtc. <lil LS i^=>." 97 


95 Ar-Ra’d-, 11 

9(1 Translator's Note: See At-Ta'ifah Al-Mansurah Tunqith Al-Mawqif p. 4 
91 Majmu Al-Fataiva 28/253 
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"[And] some have said what is intended by the Party that wages Jihad is not that it 
wages Jihad with the arrows (i.e. with weaponry), but what it means is the Qur'an. 

[And] the Hadith of Salamah Ibn Nufayl 98 shows that what is intended is the fighting 
that is well-known (i.e. with weaponry), and this is enough to slap these people, and to 
expose their deviation, but may Allah kill the people of desires. 

Therefore, we say: They are Ahl Al-HadTth in terminology, for they were the leaders of 
Jihad in all of the battlefields. And because of this Shaykh Sulayman Ibn Muhammad Ibn 
Abdil-Wahhab says, "It is impossible that the Victorious Party would not know the 
HadTth or the Sunan of the Messenger of Allah, <lti rather, they would not 

be victorious upon the Truth except by way of acting on the Book of Allah and the 
Sunnah of His Messenger, <qk <lli and they are Ahl Al-HadTth from amongst the 
Arabs and others." 99 

End of quote from Ibn Al-Qaryah Al-Falah Al-Mu'tasim, may Allah preserve him. 100 


And on this issue, Shaykh Abdul-Qadir Ibn Abdil-Aziz said: 

"It is not possible to restrict the [Victorious] Party to the scholars only. Rather, they (i.e. 
the Taifah ) are the people of knowledge and Jihad. And there is no doubt that the 
scholars who work [for the Religion], are the first people entered into this Party and 
then the rest of the people from the Mujahidin and the others follow them. 

And what lead the Predecessors ( As-Salaf) to the saying that the Party is the scholars, 
was that the Jihad was something about which there was no disagreement among the 
Muslims, and the fortified borders were fully equipped with soldiers and armies, facing 
the states of warfare ( Diyar Al-Harb ) and the things that would pierce the Religion the 
most in their times were the innovations and the great heresies - and the knights of this 
battle arena are the scholars. 

As for us today, we are in need of the efforts of the scholars and the Mujahidin; each in 
their respective battle arena, as the Religion cannot be established with knowledge 
alone, nor with Jihad alone - rather, with both of them together. As He, the Most High, 
said in the Verse of "The Iron": 
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98 Translator's Note: See Chapter 1 

"Tayslr Al-'Azlz Al-HamTd 1/330 

100 Translator's Note: See Allahu Akbar! Sadaq Allah Wa Rasuluhu, Wa Kaththab Al-Wujud Amrlkd, Wa 
Thaharat At-Ta'ifah Al-Mansurah, p. 7. 
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jj jr. <111 jj I <_)'« IL <Llujj 6j ' jjja <1)1 ^\» 'lj ^Llil jjLLaj SiSuj 
Indeed We have sent Our Messengers with clear proofs, and We revealed the Book 
with them, and the Balance (justice) that mankind may keep up justice. And We 
brought forth Iron wherein is mighty power (in matters of war), as well as (many) 
benefits for mankind. And that Allah may test who it is that will help Him (His 
Religion), and His Messengers in the unseen. Verily, Allah is All-Strong, All- 

Mighty. 101 


And Shaykh Al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah said, "And the Religion will not be established 
except with the Book, the Balance, and the Iron. The Book to guide with it, and Iron to 
support it. As He, the Most High, said: "Indeed We have sent Our Messengers..." - 
the Verse. So the Book; with it the knowledge and the Religion are established. And the 
Balance; with it the rights in monetary contracts and collections are established. And the 
Iron; with it the penalties of law ( Al-Hudud ) are established." 102 And he also said, "And 
the swords of the Muslims give victory to this Legislation - which is the Book and the 
Sunnah, as Jabir Ibn 'Abdillah (may Allah be pleased with him) said, 'The Messenger of 
Allah, flujj <uie. <lti LS 1^ / ordered us to strike with this - meaning the sword - whosoever 
leaves from this - meaning the Mus'haf." 103 And he also said, "Because verily, that 
which establishes the Religion, is the Guiding Book and the Victory-Giving Iron, as 
Allah, the Most High, mentioned." 104 And many other places, in the different sections 
(in his Fatawa). 

I say: And due to that, it is possible to say that At-Taifah Al-Mansurah is the Ta if ah 
which performs Jihad, (and) which follows the straight, SharT'ah-based methodology 
(Manhaj); the methodology (. Manhaj ) of Ahl As-Sunnah Wal-Jamaah. 

End of quote from Shaykh Abdul-Qadir Ibn Abdil-AzTz, may Allah free him. 105 


Question : How Can The Victorious Party Remain Until the Hour is 
Established, If the Hour Will Be Established Upon the Worst of the 
Creation, and When "Allah Allah" Will Not Be Said On the Earth? 


Shaykh Abu Basir At-Tartusi answered, 


101 Al-Hadid; 25 

102 Majmu Al-Fatawa 35/36 

103 Majmu Al-Fatawa 35/365 

104 Majmu Al-Fatawa 28/396 

105 Translator's Note: See At-Tibyan Publications' translation olAr-Radd 'Ala Shubuhat Muta'aliqah Bil- 
Bay'ah Wal-'Imarah, pp. 40-43. 
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"If the greater signs of the Hour come and its time approaches, Allah will send a wind 
the smell of Misk, its touch is like that of silk, and it will not leave anyone with an 
atom's weight of hnan in his heart upon the earth except that it takes his soul. Then, 
there will only remain the most evil of the creation, and upon them the Hour will be 
established. And perhaps this is what is intended by his statement, <uit <lli cr Lu=, 
"Until the Command of Allah comes." So the Command of Allah is the wind that takes the 
soul of the believers. 

As in the Hadith that was narrated by Abu Hurayrah, who said, "The Messenger of 
Allah, f-Cuj <ult <lli ls L^ / said, 'Indeed Allah will send a wind from Yemen, softer than silk, so it 
will not leave anyone with an atom's weight of I man [on the Earth] except that it takes his 
soul.'" 106 

And from Abdur-Rahman Ibn Shamasah, who said, "I was with Maslamah Ibn 
Mukhallad, and with him was Abdullah Ibn 'Amr Ibn Al-'As, so Abdullah said, 'The 
Hour will not be established except on the most evil of the creation - they are more evil 
than the people of Al-Jahillyyah, they do not supplicate to Allah for anything except that 
He rejects it back upon them.' So while they were upon that, 'Uqbah Ibn 'Amir came. So 
Maslamah said to him, 'O 'Uqbah, listen to what Abdullah is saying.' So 'Uqbah said, 
'He is more knowledgeable. And as for me, then I heard the Messenger of Allah, dll 

say, 'There will never cease to remain a faction from my Ummah fighting upon the 
command of Allah, subjugating their enemies. They are not harmed by those who oppose them, 
until the Hour arrives upon them and they are upon that.' So Abdullah said, 'Indeed. Then 
Allah will send a wind like the smell of Misk, its touch like that of silk, and no soul with 
an atom's weight of Iman will remain except that it takes it, then there will remain the 
worst of people, and upon them the Hour will be established.'" 107 

So the meaning of his statement, <ult <111 "Until the Day of Resurrection" is "They 

will not cease to remain upon the Truth until this soft wind takes their souls close to the 
[Day of] Resurrection and when it's conditions appear, so their permanence was 
generalized [to mean] until the Hour is established upon its conditions and its limited 
approach, and Allah knows best." 108 

End of quote from Shaykh Abu Baslr At-TartusI, may Allah preserve him. 109 


Question : If They Are Manifest and Victorious, Why Do We Not See 
That Their Manifestation Has An Effect On the Present Reality? 


106 Muslim, Kitab Al-Tmdn #2011 

107 Muslim, Kitab Al-Imarah #3550 

108 Stated by An-Nawawi in his explanation of SahTlr Muslim 2/132 

109 Translator's Note: See Sifat At-Ta'ifah Al-Mansurah AllatT Yajib Takthlr Sawadihah, pp. 15-17 
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Shaykh Abu Baslr At-TartusI answered, 

"And there are many answers to this, from them: 

1) We say to the questioner: If your eyes study [the current reality] carefully, and you 
sharpen your understanding, and you scrutinize what is occurring on the battlefields 
with the BasTrah (insight) of a scholar, you will find that the Victorious Party's presence 
and manifestation cannot be denied or not known, and it will be this way until the Hour 
is established. 

And we say to you, explicitly, and with apology, that your understanding and your 
sight have lied to you, and that the Messenger of Allah, (duy <uk <lil has spoken the 
Truth in what he told us about them being manifest and victorious as the eras continue, 
until the Hour is established. 

2) That their manifestation upon the people does not vanish, but what might happen is 
that the extent and the scope of their manifestation might dwindle at one stage - by the 
judgment of those apart from them who are suffering from the Ghurbah (alienation) - 
until some might think that they don't exist at all, and the reality is the opposite of this. 

3) The statement that they are manifest does not obligate that they do not endure - at 
one stage or another - losses or suffer defeats, due to what the hands of some of them 
have wrought, or due to a trial Willed by Allah so that He may put the souls and the 
ranks to the test. This was conceivable even for the first Victorious Party, the ones about 
whom the following Verse was revealed: 
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Those who answered (the Call of) Allah and the Messenger (Muhammad) after being 
wounded; for those of them who did good deeds and feared Allah, there is a great 

reward 110 


And His, Ta'ala's Statement: 
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And what you suffered (of the disaster) on the day (of the battle of Uhud when) the 
two armies met, was by the leave of Allah, in order that He might test the believers 111 


110 Al-'Imran; 172 

111 Al-Imran ; 166 
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So the Sunnah of Allah was decreed to be that fighting has alternate successes - once for 
you and once against you, and the Ultimate Victory will be for the believers. 

4) [That the manifestation of the Victorious Party] is a slim manifestation, and not its 
complete inexistance, in one stage or another. It is to be considered within the long 
history of the Victorious Party, and the speed at which it appears and disappears, and 
that it is an irregular and extraneous occurrence, and not the Asl." 

End of quote from Shaykh Abu Baslr At-TartusI, may Allah preserve him. 112 


Question : Is the Saved Sect (Al-Firqah An-Najiyah) the Same As the 

Victorious Party? 


Shaykh Abdul-Qadir Ibn Abdil-Aziz stated, 

That which seems to be the most correct opinion, in my view, is that [Saved] Sect and 
the [Victorious] Party are not interchangeable; and that the [Victorious] Party is a part of 
the [Saved] Sect. So the Victorious Party is that part, or those few, who carry out giving 
victory to the Religion, by knowledge and Jihad from amongst the Saved Sect, which is 
upon the correct methodology and belief. And branching out from that, we also say, that 
the Mujaddid 113 is one of the individuals from the Victorious Party, who carried out the 
most important obligations of the Religion in his time, upon the saying of the majority, 
that the Mujaddid is one person. 114 

And my evidence for this is what follows: 

1. Allah, Ta'ala's, statement: 
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So if only from every group ( Firqah ) of them, a party (Ta if ah ) went forth, that they 

may get instructions in the Religion... 115 

112 Translator's Note: See Sifat At-Td'ifah Al-Mansurah Allatl Yajib Takthlr Sawadihah, pp. 224-225 

113 Translator's Note: Mujaddid : Reformer, reviver etc. 

114 Translator's Note: The issue of the Mujaddid is referring to the Hadith narrated from Abu Hurayrah 
(may Allah be pleased with him) from the Messenger of Allah, pT-s qlt <Ul if kua r that he said: "Verily Allah 
will send for this nation (Ummah), at the head of every hundred years, one who will revive for it its Religion." 
Narrated by Abu Dawud. As-Sakhawl mentioned that's its chain is authentic and its men are all 
trustworthy, in " Al-Maqasid Al-Hasanah" (149), and Al-AlbanI authenticated in "Sahih AbJ Dawud" (3,606), 
"As-Silsilah As-Sahthah" (599), and in " Sahih Al-Jami '" (1,874), with the extra phrasing "Ta’ala", as well as 
other places in his books. 

115 At-Tawbah, 122 
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So this Verse differentiated between the "Firqah" (the group) and the "Taifah" 
(the party), and it showed that the Taifah is a part of the Firqah, and that it is that 
part of the Firqah, which establishes the knowledge and the Jihad, like in the 
TafsTr of this Verse. 116 

2. The knowledge and the Jihad; and they are the most important descriptions of At- 
Taifah Al-Mansurah. And the basis ( Asl ) of their legislation is that they are 
communal obligations "Furudh Kifayah", which is that this duty becomes 
obligatory upon some (to fulfill) but not all of the sons of the Ummah, to carry 
out. And these ones, from the Ummah, who are carrying out (attaining) 
knowledge and Jihad, they are the Victorious Party. 

...So if it is said that Ahl As-Sunnah (i.e. the Saved Sect) are the Victorious Party, then this 
is only acceptable if the intended meaning is that Ahl As-Sunnah are followers of the 
Victorious Party. Otherwise, the Party is more specific then the Sect, and Allah, Ta'ald, 
knows best. And the point from this is for each Muslim to strive to be from this 
Victorious Party, which is established in aiding the Religion through Knowledge, 
Invitation ( Da'wah) and Jihad. He, Ta'ald, said: 


JjJ.mjlQLuI.I (jjiSl-LAjlfl cdJj 
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... and for this, let (all) those who want to strive, strive ... 


I say: And despite that, the Party could be the entire Sect, and that is at the end of time, 
when the Believers will be isolated in Ash-Sham, and upon them 'Isa Ibn Maryam, <q-k 
descends to fight the Dajjal, as is in the authentic AhadTth. And concerning this, 
there are narrations, which mention that the [Victorious] Party will be in Ash-Sham or 
Bayt Al-Maqdis (Jerusalem); 118 and that this is in regards to the last members of this 
[Victorious] Party completely. However, prior to that from the (various) eras, the Party 
can be in Ash-Sham or other than it. 119 And Allah, the Most High, knows best. 


End quote from Shaykh Abdul-Qadir Ibn Abdil-Aziz, may Allah free him. 120 


116 Refer to Ibn KathTr 

117 Al-Mutafftjjn, 26 

118 The Hadlth of Abu Umamah, may Allah be pleased with him. 

119 And look to the words of the author of the book Fat'h Al-MajTd Shark Kitab At-Tawhid, the explanation 
of the Hadlth of At-Taifah”, (Pg. 278-279), publication “Ansar As-Sunnah". 

120 Translator's Note: See At-Tibyan Publications' translation of Ar-Radd 'Ala Shubuhat Muta'aliqah Bil- 
Bay'ah Wal-'Imarah, pp. 43-46. 
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And Shaykh Abu Basir At-Tartusi answered. 


"The talk of the brothers about this issue has increased, particularly because some of 
those researching [this issue] have plunged into the issue - due to a goal within their 
souls - without knowledge, so they issued verdicts, so they were misguided and 
misguided others, and due this, the answer to this question will be somewhat specific, 
and Allah is the source of strength. 

I say: Every individual in the manifest Victorious Party is from the Saved Sect, and that 
does not mandate that every person from the Saved Sect is from the manifest Victorious 
Party, and two things confirm this. 

First, the Shar'T texts that confirm the difference between the Saved Sect and the 
Victorious Party, such as His, Ta'ala's Statement, 
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Let there arise out of you a group of people inviting to all that is good, enjoining A1- 
Ma'ruf and forbidding A1 -Munkar. And it is they who are the successful 121 


So this address differentiated between the Saved Sect - and it is the totality of the 
Ummah that is intended by the address, and between the Victorious Party, and they are a 
group from the greater Ummah who rise up to the obligation of commanding the good 
and forbidding the evil. 

Ibn Kathlr said in his TafsTr, 122 "And let there rise from amongst you a group that rises 
up to establish the command of Allah in calling to the Khayr, and enjoining the good 
and forbidding the evil, and they are the successful ones." 

Ad-Dhahhak said, "They are specifically the Sahabah, and specifically the narrators, 
meaning the scholars and the Mujahidin, and what is intended by this Ayah is that there 
should be a group from this Ummah embarking on this matter." End quote. 

So they are [more] specific [than] the specific [group], and this cannot be and cannot be 
achieved in every person from the entire Saved Sect [which is the] Ummah of TawhTd, 
with what it contains from the incapacitated ones, and the corrupt ones and the 
disobedient ones! 

Allah Ta'ald said: 


121 Al-'Imran; 104 

122 1/398 
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And many a Prophet fought (in Allah's Cause) and along with him (fought) large 
bands of religious learned men (Ribbiyyun). But they never lost heart for that which 
did befall them in Allah's Way, nor did they weaken nor degrade themselves. And 

Allah loves the patient ones 123 


So the Ribbiyyun here are the elite of the Victorious Party which wages Jihad in the Path 
of Allah, and do not fear the blame of the blamers! 

And whoever says that the Ribbiyyun whose mention was made in this Verse are 
intended to be the Saved Sect - and they are all those who answered or believed from 
amongst the women, and the elderly, and others, then he has made a shameful error 
that is not befitting for the beginning students of knowledge! 

Likewise is His, Ta'alas Statement: 
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Not equal are those of the believers who sit (at home), except those who are disabled 
(by injury or are blind or lame, etc.), and those who strive hard and fight in the Cause 
of Allah with their wealth and their lives. Allah has preferred in grades those who 
strive hard and fight with their wealth and their lives above those who sit (at home). 
Unto each, Allah has promised good (Paradise), but Allah has preferred those who 
strive hard and fight, above those who sit (at home) by a huge reward 124 


So Allah Ta'ala differentiated between those who sit back from the believers, except for 
those who are disabled, who enter into the Saved Sect, and between the Mujahidin FT 
SabTlillah with their wealth and their souls, who enter into the manifest Victorious Party. 
So the two are not equal in their traits or in their missions, just as they are not equal in 
regards to the reward and the ranks on the Day of Resurrection, even though they share 
the trait of being saved from the punishment [of Allah], with the evidence being His, 
Ta'alas Statement: 


i n~.ll <UJl dcj j 

123 Al-'Imran ; 146 

124 An-Nisa; 95 


37 



Unto each, Allah has promised good (Paradise) 125 


But: 
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Allah has preferred those who strive hard and fight, above those who sit (at home) 

by a huge reward 126 


And in the HadTth, it was previously mentioned His Statement, f-Wj <ulc dll "There 
will not cease to exist from my Ummah a party, manifest upon the Truth)" "There will never 
cease to exist people from my Ummah, manifest upon the people" "This Religion will remain 
established, [and] a group of Muslims will fight upon it" "Tlxere will never cease to exist a party 
from my Ummah, victorious, they will not be harmed by those who abandon them," and other 
texts. 

So his, <Iil , statement, "From my nation... a group from the Muslims" is 

intended towards dividing the Victorious Party from the Saved Sect that encompasses 
the entire Ummah of TawhTd and I jab ah (response)! 

Third: From the evidence of the characteristics of both the Victorious Party and the 
Saved Sect. The Shan'ah texts have differentiated between the traits of the Victorious 
Party and the characteristics of the Saved Sect, which causes us to say, out of necessity, 
that the Victorious Party is something in addition to the Saved Sect. So the Saved Sect is 
described by the soundness of its belief and the excellence of its following [of the 
Sunnah], and for this reason, when the Prophet was asked about it, and about its 
characteristics, he answered that it is what is upon, "What I am upon and my 
companions." 

Whereas the Victorious Party, from the evidence of the texts that were mentioned 
previously, are an addition to the trait of soundness of belief and excellence in 
following, for they wage Jihad in the Path of Allah, enjoin the good and forbid the evil, 
are manifest upon the Truth over those who oppose them, they openly proclaim the 
Truth, not fearing the blame of the blamers... until the end of the traits previously 
mentioned. 

And these traits are impossible to be achieved in every individual within the Saved 
Sect, with their differences in age and levels [of faith], from the elderly and the women 
and the children and the general masses of people and others besides them! 


125 

126 


Ibid 

Ibid 
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In summary: Every individual in the Victorious Party is from the Saved Sect, and it 
cannot be the opposite, due to the impossibility of the traits of the manifest Victorious 
Party appearing in every individual from within the Saved Sect, so the statements [of 
the Prophet] separated between them, and this was a must. 

The Victorious Party in relation to the Saved Sect is considered the elite or the 
vanguards who take the lead in the great missions, and fight for the rights of the 
Ummah and its sanctities. 

The Victorious Party and the Saved Sect both share the trait of perfection of belief and 
excellence of following, but they differ in the rest of the traits as was mentioned 
previously. 

So if it is said, what is the benefit of this division and detailing? 

I say: It is the fulfillment of acting with the Shar'T texts which differentiated between the 
scholar who acts and between the ignorant from amongst the generality of people, and 
between the Mujahid and the one who sits back, and what is further between both in 
reward and recompense. 

Secondly: So that a person will not become saturated with what he was not given, so he 
would say, "I am from the manifest Victorious Party," while the reality of his affair is 
that he is not even from the Saved Sect - this is if he is from neither one of them! 

End of quote from Shaykh Abu Baslr At-TartusI, may Allah preserve him. 127 


Question : Where Is the Victorious Party Found, and Is It Located In a 

Specified and Constant Place? 


Shaykh Ahmad Ibn ' Abdillah Az-Zahrahm answered, 

"And the Victorious Party is not gathered in one area or a specified place, rather they 
may be gathered and they may be divided in different areas, and they may be great in 
number or small in number. And this does not muddy what has been narrated in some 
of the narrations that they are in Ash-Sham, and some of the narrations mentioned that 
they are in Jerusalem, and the sides of Jerusalem, and in some of them, "The people of the 
west will continue." And some of the people of knowledge explained "the people of the 
west" as being the people of Ash-Sham. And the benefit of these narrations, and Allah 
knows best, is that the Victorious Party will, at the end of time, be manifest in the 
countries of Ash-Sham, and there will occur between them and their enemies great 

127 Translator's Note: See Sifat At-Ta'ifah Al-Mansurah AllatT Yajib Takthir Sawadihah, pp. 221-219. 


39 



trials, and despite this, they will be manifest and steadfast, due to the statement of the 
Prophet, f-L-uj <uic <lii Lr l~=, "There will never cease to exist a party from my Ummah fighting 
upon the Truth, manifest against those who oppose them, until the last of them fight the 
Dajjdl. " 128 

Al-Hafith An-Nawawl said, "It is not necessary that they be gathered together, rather 
they can be dispersed in the lands of the earth." 129 

And Al-Hafith Ibn Hajar said, "It is not necessary that they be gathered together in one 
country, rather it is possible for them to be gathered in one land, and that they be 
dispersed in different lands of the earth. And their being gathered in one country is 
possible, and that some of them be in one [land] without the others [being there]. And it 
is possible that the earth gets free of some of them one by one, until there remains only 
one group [of them] in one country; so if they perish, then the Command of Allah has 

130 

come. 

End of quote from Shaykh Ahmad Ibn Abdillah Az-Zahrahnl, may Allah preserve 
him. 131 


And Shaykh Abu Basir At-Tartusi answered, 

"The Victorious Party does not have a specified place which it does not leave, so it is 
found wherever those who fulfill its traits are found, and nothing is more evident of this 
than the graves of the Companions, may the Pleasure of Allah be upon them, which are 
spread out all over the world, depending on where those of them carried out the 
obligation of Jihad in the Path of Allah! 

But what may be said: is that Ash-Sham 132 will never be lost of the trace of the presence 
of the Victorious Party, and this is due to the authentic Ahadlth and narrations that 
mentioned the virtue of Ash-Sham and its people, and which indicated that Ash-Sham 
will never be without the presence of the Victorious Party. From them: 133 


128 See Sunan AbT Daiviid, Kitab Al-Jihad, 3/11; and Al-Hakim's Al-Mustadrak 2/71 and 4/450. Translator's 
Note: This narration was declared “SahTh", by Ibn Jarir At-TabarT in "Musnad ‘Umar", 2/825, Al-Alban! in 
"SahTh AbT Dawud”, #2484, and Al-Wadi'I declared it to be upon the conditions of Imam Muslim in "As- 
Sahlh Min Dala'il An-Nubuivivah", 541. 

129 SahTh Muslim BT Sharh An-NaumwT 13/66-67 

130 Fat'hAl-BdrT 13/295 

131 Translator's Note: See At-Ta'ifah Al-Mansurah Tunqith Al-Maivqif, p. 1. 

132 What is meant by "Ash-Sham" is the greater Levant, and it includes Syria, Palestine, Jordan, and 
Lebanon, until Tabuk, from the lands of the Arabian Peninsula. 

133 All of what will come from the evidences of the virtues of Ash-Sham and its people was taken from the 
book, "Fadhail Ash-Sham" by Ar-Rab'i, with the TahqTq of Ash-Shaykh Al-Muhaddith Muhammad Nasirud- 
Din Al-Albanl, may Allah have Mercy upon him. And all of what we mentioned was from the SahTh or 
Hasan narrations, and all praise is due to Allah. 
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His, dll statement, "They will remain victorious wherever they turn, they will 

not be harmed by those people who abandon them, until the Command of Allah comes, and they 
are in Ash-Sham." 

And his statement, ^ dll "If the people of Ash-Sham become corrupt, then there 
will be no good in you. There will never cease to be a party from my Ummah victorious, they 
will not be harmed by those who abandon them, until the Hour is established." 

And he said, <L ^ JI "The people of the west will not cease to be manifest, they will 

not be harmed by those who abandon them, until the Hour is established." 

Imam Ahmad said, "The people of the West are the people of Ash-Sham." 

And he said, f-Cuj <uL <lii "The foundation of the state of the believers is in Ash-Sham." 

And he said, f-Cuj <u!c dll cr L^, "When the great trials occur, Allah will send from Damascus 
helpers, from the most noble knights of the Arabs, and the best of them in weaponry, Allah will 
assist the Religion by way of them." 

And from Abdullah Ibn 'Amr, may Allah have Mercy upon him, who said, "The 
Prophet, f-L-uj dll said to us one day, 'Indeed I saw the Angels in my sleep, they took 
the pillar of the Book, and they settled with it in Ash-Sham, so if the great trials occur, then 
Faith will be in Ash-Sham.'" 

And from Abdullah Ibn Hawalah, who said, "O Messenger of Allah, dictate to me a 
land for me to be in, for if I knew that you will remain [alive], I would not choose 
[anything] over nearness to you." So he said, "Upon you is Ash-Sham, upon you is Ash- 
Sham, upon you is Ash-Sham." So when the Prophet, 4 ^1 | saw his dislike of 

Ash-Sham he said, "Do you know what Allah, 'Azza Wa Jail, says? He says, 'You are the elite 
from My lands, I enter into you the best of My slaves.'... And I saw the Angels carrying a 
pillar, white like a pearl, the night of my night journey. I said, 'What are you carrying?' They 
said, 'We are carrying the pillar of Islam, we were ordered to place it in Ash-Sham.'" 

And in a narration, "Upon you is Ash-Sham, for it is Allah's choice [land] from His earth, 
[and] Allah selects for it the best from His slaves." 

And from him, he said, "The Messenger of Allcih said, 'You will find armies - an army in 
Ash-Sham, an army in Iraq, an army in Yemen." Abdullah said, "So I stood up and said, 
'Choose one for me, O Messenger of Allah!' So he said, 'Upon you (all) is Ash-Sham. But 
whoever refuses, then let him join its Yemen and let him seek to drink from its streams. As 
indeed Allah, 'Azza Wa Jail, has taken responsibility for Ash-Sham and its people for me." 

Rabl'ah said, "I heard Abu Idris narrating this HadTth, 'Whoever Allah takes 
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responsibility for, then he cannot be lost.'" 

So all of these AhadTth and others indicate that the Victorious Party has a presence in 
Ash-Sham, and that no matter how much its influence and size dwindles, it will never 
be completely inexistent in Ash-Sham, and that good will remain in Ash-Sham whether 
the oppressive TawaghTt like it or not! 

Just as that, in these AhadTth, there is a glad tiding to all the Muslims, and especially to 
the people of Ash-Sham, that Ash-Sham, no matter who long the era of the oppressors 
and the evil-doers persists, and no matter how long the Tawaghlt carouse within it - it's 
glory must, and will, return to it, as will its role in leading the Ummah towards Victory 
and Establishment, and freeing the masses from the noose of the worship of the slaves 
to the worship of Allah, Al-Wahid Al-Ahad. And this is not far away, In Sha Allah. 
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And they say: "When will that be?" Say: "Perhaps it is near!" 134 


End of quote from Shaykh Abu Basir At-Tartusi, may Allah preserve him. 135 


Question : Must All of Those in the Victorious Party Remain In It 
Permanently, and Never Leave It? 


Shaykh Abu Basir At-Tartusi answered, 

"Infallibility is not for anyone after the Prophets, so a person might be from the 
Victorious Party one day, based upon traits he is characterized by that make him from it 
or close to it, and tomorrow changes and situations may come upon him suddenly that 
cause him to be taken out from the characteristics of the Victorious Party, and from his 
being one within it. And the protected one is he who Allah protects and makes steadfast 
- we ask Allah Ta'ala for steadfastness and a good end. 

And upon this we say: Just as a person's Iman is strengthened and weakened, 
depending upon what he comes with from obedience or disobedience and sins, then 
similarly you see him getting closer and getting farther, in a consistent manner, from the 
Victorious Party, based upon what he is afflicted with from changes and alterations and 
situations - they take him close or take him far away." 


m Al-Isra; 51 

135 Translator's Note: See Sifat At-Ta'ifah Al-Mansurah AllatT Yajib Takthir Sawadihah, pp. 219-222. 
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End of quote from Shaykh Abu Basir At-Tartusi, may Allah preserve him. 136 


Question : Must the Victorious Party Be Gathered In One Group Only, 
Such That Every One Outside Of This Group Is Not From the Victorious 

Party? 


Shaykh Abu Basir At-Tartusi answered, 

"Despite the fact that most of the Victorious Party act in the form of an organized group, 
it is not mandatory that all of its individuals be gathered in one congregation, or in one 
area, so that everyone out side of this congregation is considered to be not from the 
Victorious Party 

And what emphasizes this is that the Victorious Party, as was previously mentioned, 
has its certain traits by which it is known, and it cannot be known except by these traits. 
So if these traits comply within someone, then he is from it, and it is from him, whether 
he is called by its name or is not called by its name, and no matter the site and the place 
he is in! 

An-Nawawl, may Allah have Mercy upon him, said, "It is possible for the Victorious 
Party to be divided amongst different types of Muslims, from them are the brave 
fighters, and from them are the jurists, and from them are the scholars of Haditli, and 
from them are the ascetics, and those who enjoin the good and those who forbid the 
evil, and it is not mandatory that they be gathered together, rather they me be dispersed 
in the areas of the earth." 137 

End of quote from Shaykh Abu Basir At-Tartusi, may Allah preserve him. 13S 


Question : What Contemporary Islamic Groups Are Closest To the 
Victorious Party - Or Are There Those That We Can Call the Victorious 

Party? 


Ibn Al-Qaryah Al-Falah Al-Mu'tasim wrote, 

136 Translator's Note: See Sifat At-Ta'ifah Al-Mansurah AllatT Yajib Takthir Saivadihali, p. 223 

137 Shark Sahih Muslim, 13/67 

138 Translator's Note: See Sifat At-Ta'ifah Al-Mansurah AllatT Yajib Takthir Saivadihali, pp. 222-223 
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"The Islamic groups closest to the Victorious Party that is well-pleasing [to Allah], and 
can be called from the Victorious Party, are the ones most characterized by and most 
attached to the traits of the Victorious Party previously mentioned, and the aware 
reader now has a precise scale by which he can measure the groups and the individuals 
and the parties, and know the extent of their nearness to or distance from the Saved 
Victorious Party, and this is from his knowledge of the traits mentioned in this [book]. 

So they are the ones who answered to Allah's call, fought upon the command of Allah, 
and assisted the oppressed slaves of Allah, and announced their disavowal to the 
enemies of Allah, and fought against those who opposed them, and strike the necks of 
their enemies, and their enemies and their enemies' agents surrounded them, and 
incited them to fight those with them, and they preferred meeting their Lord to the 
attainment of their objective, and they protected the cherished valuables of Islam, and 
they had jealousy over the vindicated honor Ummah, and they put forth their souls as a 
sacrifice to its sanctities, and they established Tazvhld loftily, and called to Al-Hdkimiyyah 
in speech and in action, and Allah subjugated His enemies by way of them, and raised 
His Word through [the spilling] of their blood, and perfected His blessings with their 
severed limbs, and established His Legislation with their determination, and the nations 
gathered upon them in transgression and oppression, and the near and the far banded 
together against them, with treason and with plotting, and the head and the body 
opposed them, and the heart and the bosom abandoned them." 

End of quote from Ibn Al-Qaryah Al-Falah Al-Mu'tasim, may Allah preserve him. 139 


And Shaykh Abu Basir At-Tartusi said: 

"And I think that the group that fights in the Path of Allah in Chechnya and 
Afghanistan are the manifest Victorious Party, In Sha Allah." 140 

End of quote from Shaykh Abu Basir At-Tartusi, may Allah preserve him. 141 


139 Translator's Note: See Allahu Akbar! Sadaq Allah Wa Rasuluhu, Wa Kaththab Al-Wujud Amnka, Wa 
Thaharat At-Ta'ifah Al-Mansurah, pp. 5-6. 

140 Translator's Note: Since Shaykh Abu Baslr's writing of this opinion in 1993, similar groups fighting to 
make the Word of Allah the highest have emerged and become manifest in Iraq, the Islamic Maghreb, 
Yemen, Lebanon, Somalia and Waziristan. And there are surely similar groups throughout the world who 
exist and are known to Allah, Ta'ald, but unknown to us. 

141 Translator's Note: See Sifat At-Ta'ifah Al-Mansurah AllatT Yajib Takthlr Sawadihah, p. 224 
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WHY JIHAD ? 


Allah created the creation to worship Him. 
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And I created not the Jinn and humans except they should worship Me (Alone) 


142 


And He divided the creation into two groups - of them are those who believed in Him, 
and of them are those who disbelieved. 
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...A party will be in Paradise and a party in the blazing Fire. And if Allah had willed. 
He could have made them one nation, but He admits whom He wills to His Mercy. 
And the wrong-doers will have neither a protector nor a helper 143 


And He made some of His creation a Fitnah for others [of his creation]. 
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And We have made some of you as a trial for others: will you have patience? 


144 


Allah Ta'ala said in the Hadith Qudsi, "Indeed I sent you to test you and to test (others) with 
you." 145 So the believer is tried with the disbeliever. 
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And surely. We shall try you till We test those who strive hard (for the Cause of 
Allah) and the patient ones, and We shall test your facts (i.e. the one who is a liar, 

and the one who is truthful) 146 


lzL Atli-Tliariyat; 56 

143 Ash-Shurd ; 7-8 

144 Al-Furqdn; 20 

14 ^ Narrated by Muslim, from 'Iyadh Ibn Himar 
146 Muhammad; 31 
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And Allah has commanded the believers to call the disbelievers to the Guidance and the 
Truth. So whoever refuses and rejects, Allah commanded fighting him until the Word of 
Allah is the Highest, and the Religion is completely for Allah. 

The Prophet, f-G, j <lj I Lr L^, said, "I was commanded to fight the people until they bear 
witness that there is none worthy of worship except Allah and that Muhammad is the 
Messenger of Allah." 147 And he said, "I was sent in front of the hour with the sword, until 
Allah is worshiped Alone, with no partners unto Him ." 148 

So Jihad is a legislated, Divine commandment for the establishment of the Religion of 
Allah on the Earth, and to vanquish Al-Fitnah (Shirk) from the Earth, and until there 
remains no authority in existence except the Authority of Allah. 
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And fight them until there is no more Fitnah (disbelief and worshiping of others 
along with Allah) and (all and every kind of) worship is for Allah (Alone) 149 


And Jihad is the identity of the Muslim in his existence. 150 The Prophet said, "Jihad is the 
highest peak of Islam ." 151 


147 Agreed upon 

148 Sahih, Narrated by Ahmad from Ibn 'Umar. Translator's Note: It was declared "Sahih" by Ath-Thahabi 
in "Siyar A'ldrn An-Nubala" Vol. 15/509, Ahmad Shakir in his TakhrTj of " Musnad Ahmad'', Vol. 8/44, and 
Al-AlbanI in "Sahih Al-Jami"', #2831. It was also declared “Hasan" by Al-Albanl in “Irwa al-Ghalll", Vol. 
5/109, and “Jilbab Al-Mar'ah Al-Muslimah", 204. 

149 Al-Bacjarah ; 193 

150 Translator's Note: The meaning here is that one of the things that differentiates the Muslim from those 
who practice other religions is the obligation of Jihad, as it has been legislated in the Shari 'ah of the 
Prophet Muhammad and was made binding upon the Muslims, and this was not the case with the 
previous legislations sent with the other Prophets, may the Peace of Allah be upon them. Allah Ta'dla 
said. 
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Fighting is ordained for you (Muslims) though you dislike it ( Al-Baqarah ; 216) 

Ibn Kathlr said in his explanation of this Verse, "In this Ayah, Allah made it obligatory for the 
Muslims to fight Jihad against the evil of the enemy who transgress against Islam. Az-Zuhri said, " Jihad 
is required from every person, whether he actually joins the fighting or remains behind. Whoever remains 
behind is required to give support, if support is warranted; to provide aid, if aid is needed; and to march 
forth, if he is commanded to do so. If he is not needed, then he remains behind." It is reported in Sahih 
Muslim, "Whoever dies but neither fought [in Allah's cause], nor sincerely considered fighting, will die a 
death of Jdhiliyyah" End quote. 

151 Translator's Note: This is based upon a number of Ahadlth of varying levels of authenticity and 
various phrases. The most authentic of them was narrated by At-TirmithT from Mu'ath Ibn Jabal, may 
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And Allah said in the Hadith Qudsi, addressing Muhammad, "Indeed I sent you to try you 
and to try [others] with you," until His Statement, "Seek to expel them like they expelled you, 
and fight them and We shall aid you, and spend and We shall provide for you. Send an army and 
We will send five more like it. And fight with those who obeyed you [against] those who 
disobeyed you ." 152 

And through Jihad, the people are differentiated into ranks; a rank of the people of Truth 
and Tawlud, and a rank of disbelief and its people, and a rank of [the people of] betrayal 
and apostasy. 

Allah Ta'ald said, 
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And what befell you on the day when the two armies met (at Uhud) was with Allah's 
knowledge, and that He might know the believers. And that He might test the 
hypocrites, it was said to them: "Come, fight in the Way of Allah or (at least) defend 
yourselves." They said: "Had we known that fighting will take place, we would 


Allah be pleased with him, and in it, the Prophet, <uk dll ^^Lua, said, "Should I not inform you of the head 
of all of the matter, its pillar and tip of its camel's hump?" I said, "Of course, O Messenger of Allah." He said, 
"The head of the matter is Al-Isldm. And its pillar is As-Salat. And the tip of its camel’s hump is Al-Jihad." The 
Hadith. This narration was declared "Hasan SahTh" by At-TirmithT, in his “Jdmi'", #2616. It was declared 
“SahTh" by Al-Albani in "SahTh At-TirmithT’, #2616. A narration without the words “...all of..." was 
declared “SahTh" by Ibn Al-Qayyim in “Flam Al-Muwaqqi'm”, 4/259, and by Al-Albani in "SahTh Ibn 
Mdjah", #3224. The first narration is in the plural form for "Should I not inform you ..." and the second is 
singular. 

152 Narrated by Muslim, from Tyadh Ibn Himar. Translator's Note: The full text of the HadTth is as 
follows, "Indeed my Lord ordered me to teach you that which you do not know, from that which He taught me this 
day, [instructing me]: 'The wealth which I confer upon a servant is all lawful for him, and I created all My servants 
having natural inclination to the true way but the devils came to them and turned them away from their (true) 
Religion, and they forbade for them that which I made lawful for them, and they ordered them to associate in 
worship with Me that for which I sent down no authority.' Allah looked upon the people of the earth and hated 
them, the Arabs and the non-Arabs, except for some remnants of the People of the Book, and He said: 'I sent you 
only to put you to the test and to tests others through you, and I sent down to you a Book which cannot be washed 
away by water, which you will retain and recite whilst asleep and whilst awake.' Allah ordered me to destroy 
Quraysh so I said: 'O my Lord they would break my head just as bread is broken.' So He said: ‘Turn them out just 
as they turned you out, and fight them and We shall aid you, and spend and We shall provide for you. Send an 
army and We will send five more like it. Fight along with those who obey you against those who disobey you. The 
people of paradise are three: The ruler who is just, who spends in charity and is guided to do good; and a man who is 
merciful and kind hearted toivards every relative and Muslim; and the chaste one who does not beg despite having a 
family to support. The people of the fire are five: The weak who does not have the will to avoid evil, those amongst 
you who are merely followers [of others], they do not seek after family or wealth; and the dishonest whose greed 
cannot be concealed even in the case of minor things; and a man who will betray you morning and evening with 
regard to your family and your wealth. He also mentioned miserliness or telling lies, and the person of evil manners 
and foul speech.’" 
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certainly have followed you." They were that day, nearer to disbelief than to Faith, 
saying with their mouths what was not in their hearts. And Allah has full knowledge 

of what they conceal. 153 


153 Al-Imrdn ; 166-167 
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WHO DO WE FIGHT? 


'All, may Allah be pleased with him, said, 154 "The Messenger of Allah was sent with 
four swords: 

1) The sword for the polytheists: 
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Freedom from (all) obligations (is declared) from Allah and His Messenger to 
those of the Mushrikm with whom you made a treaty. So travel freely (O 
Mushrikm) for four months (as you will) throughout the land, but know that you 
cannot escape (from the Punishment of) Allah, and Allah will disgrace the 
disbelievers. And a declaration from Allah and His Messenger to mankind on the 
greatest day that Allah is free from (all) obligations to the Mushrikm and so is His 
Messenger. So if you ( Mushrikm repent, it is better for you, but if you turn away, 
then know that you cannot escape (from the Punishment of) Allah. And give 
tidings (O Muhammad) of a painful torment to those who disbelieve. Except 
those of the Mushrikm with whom you have a treaty, and who have not 
subsequently failed you in aught, nor have supported anyone against you. So 
fulfill their treaty to them to the end of their term. Surely Allah loves Al~ 
Muttaqm. Then when the Sacred Months have passed, then kill the Mushrikm 
wherever you find them, and capture them and besiege them, and prepare for 
them each and every ambush. But if they repent and perform As-Salat and give 
Az-Zakat, then leave their way free. Verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most 

Merciful 155 


2) The sword for the people of the book: 
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154 Ibn Kathir. Translator's Note: Ibn Kathir mentioned in his Tafsir that this narration was narrated by 
Ibn Abl Hatim, from Sufyan Ibn 'Uyaynah from 'All, may Allah be pleased with him. 

155 At-Tawbah ; 1-5 
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Fight against those who believe not in Allah, nor in the Last Day, nor forbid that 
which has been forbidden by Allah and His Messenger and those who 
acknowledge not the Religion of Truth (i.e. Islam) among the people of the 

Scripture 156 


3) The sword for the transgressors: 
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....But if one of them rebels against the other, then fight you (all) against the one 

that which rebels... 157 


4) The sword for the hypocrites: 
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O Prophet! Strive hard against the disbelievers and the hypocrites, and be harsh 

against them... 158 


156 At-Tawbah, 29 

157 Al-Hujurat ; 9 

158 At-Tawbah, 73 
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WHY THE GROUPS OF APOSTASTY THAT GOVERN THE 
LANDS OF THE MUSLIMS BEFORE OTHERS? 


With what preceded that the Prophet was sent with multiple swords, and the condition 
of Jihad is, "Until there is no more Fitnah and the Religion is all for Allah [alone]/' 

yet, we believe that fighting the groups of apostasy takes precedence over fighting 
others besides them from the polytheists and the hypocrites and the people of the book. 
And this is for many reasons. 


1) They are closer to us than others 
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Fight those of the disbelievers who are close to you, and let them 

find harshness in you 159 


Ibn Kathlr said in the exegesis of this Verse, "Allah Ta'dla commanded the believers to 
fight the disbelievers - the closest and then those after them, until Islam is secured. And 
because of this, the Messenger of Allah began by fighting the polytheists in the Arabian 
Peninsula. So when he was finished with them and Allah gave him control over 
Makkah, Al-Madlnah, At-Ta'if, Al-Yemen, Al-Yamamah, Hijr, Khaybar, Hadramawt and 
other provinces in the Arabian Peninsula, and people from all the Arab provinces 
entered the Religion of Allah in crowds, then fighting the people of the book was 
legislated, so he prepared to fight the Romans who were the closest people to the 
Arabian Peninsula." 160 

Ibn Qudamah said, "The issue: And let every group fight those close to them from the 
enemy, because the close one is greater in share, and fighting him repels his harm from 
the one facing him, and the one behind him. And preoccupation with the one far from 
him enables [the one close to him] to take advantage of the opportunity to harm the 
Muslims due to their preoccupation away from him." 161 


2) Because the apostate is more worthy of being fought than the original Kafir 
Taqlyyud-Dln Ibn Taymiyyah said, "And the Sunnah has established itself upon the 


159 At-Taivbalr, 123 

160 Tafslr Ibn KathTr 

161 Al-Mughm Ma' Ash-Sharh Al-Kabir 10/372-373 
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punishment of the apostate being greater from the punishment of the original Kafir 
because of various reasons, from them: that the apostate is killed in all situations, and 
there is no Jizyah levied upon him, and no Thimmah is contracted for him unlike the 
original Kafir, and also that the apostate is killed even if he is unable to fight, unlike the 
original Kafir." 162 

And he also said, "The Kufr of apostasy is more repugnant by consensus than the 
original Kufr." 163 

And he also said, " As-SiddTq, may Allah be pleased with him, and all the Companions 
began with fighting the apostates before fighting the disbelievers of the people of the 
book, for fighting them preserves what was gained when the lands of the Muslims were 
conquered." Then he said, "And the preservation of capital takes precedence over [the 
preservation of] profit." 164 


3) That fighting them is a type of defensive Jihad 

Ibn Taymiyyah said, "So the attacking enemy who corrupts the Religion and the Dunya 
- nothing is more obligatory after faith than repelling him, and no conditions are set for 
him, rather he is repelled according to the capacity." 165 

And nothing is seen from this [apostate] group in the land of the Muslims except 
corruption of the Religion by spreading adultery and promoting of vice and their 
adorning disbelief and hunting of the Du'at (callers), and we do not see from them 
anything except corruption of the Dunya - they spread poverty and they sold the 
strength of the Ummah from the riches of Allah bestowed to it to its enemies, and they 
tied the lives of the masses to the imported Western vices in all affairs of life. 


4) And considering that the Legislative Command is in harmony with the QadarT 
Command, 166 we find that the disbelievers did not have the upper hand over the 
Muslims except through the rope of these apostates 


162 Majmu' Al-Fataiva 28/534 

163 Majmu Al-Fataiva 28/47 

164 Majmu Al-Fataiva 35/158-159 

165 Al-Fataiva Al-Kubrd 4/608 

166 Translator's Note: This point is referring to the issue of the Shar’i Commands and the Qadarl 
Commands, which is a topic that relates to Qadha and Qadar. In most instances when these phrases are 
used, they refer to the Shar'i Commands, which are the Revelation, and the Qadar, which is Allah's 
Predestination of all things. The Shar'i Command that he is referring to here is the order to fight the 
apostates, for the numerous reasons stated. The QadarI Command being referred to is the fact that even 
according to the current state of affairs and the Dunya based precautions, the obligatory action would be 
to fight the apostates first. So in this matter, the Shar’i obligation has coincided with the Qadarl matter of 
taking precautions. 
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So who empowered the Jews in Palestine so that their forces and their factions could not 
govern except under the protection of this freak entity? And who granted the forces of 
disbelief and Shirk a presence in the Muslim countries in the form of police officers and 
soldiers and rulers of wealth and of life? Without doubt it was the leaders of apostasy 
and their factions. 
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THE RULING ON FIGHTING THE FACTIONS OF 
APOSTASTY IN THE MUSLIM COUNTRIES 


1- If the ruler apostates, it is obligatory upon all the Muslims excluding those with a 
valid Shar'l excuse to remove him and revolt against him, and this ruling is one upon 
which all the groups of Ahl As-Sunnah are agreed upon, without any known dissident. 

Ibn Hajar said in his explanation of the Hadlth of 'Ubadah Ibn As-Samit when he said, 
"The Messenger of Allah called upon us, so we pledged allegiance to him. And from 
what was taken from us was that we pledged upon listening and obeying in our 
eagerness and our reluctance, and in our times of difficulty and our times of ease, and 
favoring [the commands] upon ourselves (i.e. over our desires), and that we do not 
dispute the authority from its people. He said, 'Unless you see from them open Kufr, for 
which you have an evidence in it from Allah/" Ibn Hajar said, "And the summarization is 
that he is fought when there is Kufr, by consensus. So upon this (i.e. upon seeing clear 
Kufr), it is obligatory for every Muslim to rise up for this." 167 

And An-Nawawl said, "Al-QadT 'Iyadh said, 'The ‘Ulama are upon the consensus that 
leadership is not to be contracted to a disbeliever, and that if disbelief suddenly emerges 
in him, that he (the leader) is fought.' And he said, 'So if Kufr and changing the 
Legislation, or innovation suddenly emerge in him, he is removed from the status of 
authority, and [his right to] obedience falls, and it is obligatory on the Muslims to revolt 
against him and remove him and appoint a just Imam if they are able to do so. Then, if 
that is not possible except for a group, then it is obligatory upon them (i.e. the group) to 
rise up and remove the disbeliever." 168 


2- And from what strengthens this obligation is that these apostates have taken lodgings 
in the lands of the Muslims. And the Fuqaha have mentioned that Jihad is Fard Kifdyah 
except in Muslim countries where the Kuffar have descended upon - at this point it 
becomes Fard 'Ayn. 

Al-MawardI said, "Because it is defensive fighting and not the offensive (i.e. fighting to 
conquer) so its obligation becomes applicable to every able-bodied Muslim." 

Al-Baghawl said, "If the disbelievers enter Dar Al-Islam, then Jihad is Fard ‘Ayn on all 
those nearby, and Fard Kifdyah on all those far away." 169 


167 Fat'hAl-Barl 13/123 

168 Shark SahTh Muslim 12/229 

169 Shark As-Sunnah 10/374 
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Ibn Taymiyyah said, "If the enemy enters the Muslim countries, then there is no doubt 
that repelling him is obligatory on those close by, then those near (to those close by), as 
the countries of Islam all have the status of one country" 170 

So the domination of the apostates over the Muslim countries enters into the same 
category of the disbelievers entering the Muslim countries with their might because the 
conditions are the same, so fighting them is Fardh 'Ayn, "until the Religion of Allah is 
manifest and the [Religion] is protected and the valuables are guarded, and the enemy 
is subjugated." 


170 Al-Fatawa Al-Kubrd 4/608. And see: Biddyat Al-MubtadT with its commentary, Al-Hidayah 2/135 (Hanafi 
Fiqh ); Hashiyat Ad-Dusuql 'Alash-Sharh Al-Kabir 2/175 (Malik! Fiqh); Rawdhat At-Talibln 10/214 ( Shdfi'T 
Fiqh ); and Al-Mughni 8/364 (HanbalT Fiqh) 
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THE INDIVIDUAL MUSLIM'S LIGHTING OL THE 
DISBELIEVERS IS JIHAD LIKE THE JIHAD OF A GROUP OF 
THE MUSLIMS, EVEN IF THERE IS NO IMAM 


And from the aspects of distortion in this era is that some people in it claim that the 
fighting of one and 10 and 20 and 40 Muslims is not Jihad, and also the claimants that 
there is no Jihad except with the presence of an established Imam. And it is a false claim 
that has no founding, rather just imagining it is enough to [cause one] to judge it to be 
ignorant and destructive. And the stating of these conditions and others like them are of 
many claims that in reality would result in the paralyzation of the Shari ah, and they 
contain calls to cling to the Earth. And there is not one HadTth that the claimer of such 
can use as a proof, or claim that it contains such a meaning, with the knowledge that the 
statement of [an Imam] being a condition [for defensive Jihad] is from the furthest things 
that would cross the mind of a student of knowledge. Rather, the statements of the 
people of knowledge are replete with replies to it and the transmitted Shar'I evidences 
are rich in replies to this scum. 

1) Ibn Hazm, may Allah have Mercy upon him, said, "The issue: And the people of 
disbelief are fought alongside every corrupt one in authority and every non-corrupt 
one, and with the victor and the veteran, just as [the battle] is fought alongside an Imam, 
and the individual can battle them alone as well, if he is able." 171 

2) Ibn Qudamah Al-MaqdisI said in Al-Mughnl, "If the Imam is absent. Jihad is not 
delayed, because its benefits will pass if it is postponed. So if war booty is come upon, 
those it belongs to should divide it as required by the Shan'ah." 172 

3) Ibn Taymiyyah said, "And for this reason, the Sunnah is that Sahib Al-Kitdb (i.e. the 
one with the most knowledge of Allah's Book) prays with the people, and that the one 
who leads the Jihad is Sahib Al-Hadid (i.e. the one with the most experience in Jihad), and 
the matter continues to be divided after that. So if it is divided, it becomes that everyone 
who rises to a role in the war against the Kuffar and [in executing] the punishments of 
the sinners must be obeyed in what he orders, [so long as] it is in the obedience of Allah 
and His Religion." 173 

4) Ash-ShawkanI said, "And the Muslims differed in fighting the disbelievers in their 
lands - does there necessitate a greater leader or no? The truth is that this [fighting] is 
obligatory upon every individual of the Muslims, and the Qur'dnic Verses and Prophetic 


171 Al-Muhalld 7/299 

172 Al-Mughnl 8/253 

173 Al-Fatawa 18/158 


56 



narrations are absolute, not restricted." 174 
And from the evidences of this: 

1) The inexistance of a text to prove this condition 175 

Siddlq Hasan Khan said, "And the Shartiyyah, 176 the absence of which affects the 
absence of that which is being stipulated, which the People of Usfd approved; nothing is 
worthy of being used as evidence for it except that which indicates that, such as the 
negation of acceptance. Or such as, 'There is no Salat for the one who prayed in a Najas 
area", or the forbiddance of the Salat in the Najas area, due to the forbiddance being 
indicative of invalidity. As for the order on its own, then it is not worthy of confirming 
the conditions." 177 

So where is this text that leads to this condition? Rather, there exists in the Ahadith what 


174 Ar-Rasail As-Salafhjyah 

175 Translator's Note: And from the best replies to this false claim are the words of Imam 'Abdur-Rahman 
Ibn Hasan Ibn Muhammad Ibn Abdil-Wahhab, who wrote in his refutation of a deviant, "With what text, 
and with which evidence, do you say that Jihad is not obligatory except with an Imam to follow? This is 
indeed a slander against the Religion, and this is equivalent to forsaking the Path of the Mu'minin! And 
the evidences that destroy this claim are too many to mention. And just one example would be the 
generality of the commandment to wage Jihad and the encouragement towards it, and the threat for not 
waging Jihad, as Allah, Ta'ala, has said, "And if Allah did not prevent one set of people by means of 
another, the world would indeed be full of corruption" (Al-Baqarah, 251)... So every single person who 
wages Jihad in the Path of Allah, then he has indeed obeyed Allah and fulfilled that which Allah has 
obligated upon him. And an Imam cannot actually be an Imam except by [establishing] Jihad. Not because 
there can be no Jihad without an Imam, rather the truth is the opposite of what you have claimed..." 

After bringing many evidences, he continues, "So the facts and evidences that refute such a claim 
are many, combined from the Qur'an, Sunnah, biographies, history, and the people of knowledge with 
proof and narrations, to such an extent that it is not obscure to even the imbecile." See Ad-Durar As- 
Saniyyah 8/199-200 

176 Translator's Note: Shartiyyah is the state of something being a condition or stipulation. 

177 Ar-Rawdhah An-Niddiyyah 1/80. Translator's Note: What the Imam is stating here is that in order for 
something to be a condition or a stipulation, there needs to be an evidence which indicates that. This can 
be in a number of ways: 1- Acceptance of the action is made contingent upon the condition, such as being 
in the state of Wudhu' during Salat, due to the Hadlth of Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, 
that the Messenger of Allah, fd^j <ult dJl said, "Allah will not accept the Salat of any one of you if he 
performs a ritual defilement until he performs Wudhu'." Agreed upon, and this is the phrasing of Al-Bukhari. 
2- The action is negated except with it, like in the Hadlth of 'Ubadah Ibn As-Samit, may Allah be pleased 
with him, that the Messenger of Allah, fd^j <uk dJl said, "There is no Salat for the one who has not read 
the Fatihah of the Book. " Agreed upon. 3-The forbiddance of that action, such as praying in Masajid Adh- 
Dhirar, due to Allah, Ta'ala s, Statement, 
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Never stand you therein. (At-Taivbah;l08) 

It should be noted that there is a difference of opinion on what things indicate Shartiyyah, including the 
examples above. 
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responds to this understanding, like his statement, "Jihad is continuous from the time 
Allah sent me until the last of my Ummah fights the Dajjdl, neither the corruption of the 
corrupt one nor the justice of the just will invalidate it ." 178 

And the Ahadith on the Victorious Party have been previously mentioned, and they 
hold this meaning. 


2) Allah's Statement: 
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Then fight (O Muhammad) in the Cause of Allah, you are not tasked except for 
yourself. And incite the believers (to fight with you) 179 


Al-QurtubI said, "It is a command to the Prophet to go after the hypocrites and for 
exertion in fighting in Allah's Path, even if no one helps him in this." Then he said, 
"Every Muslim must fight, even if it is on his own." 180 


3) The instance of Abu Basir, may Allah be pleased with him. 

And it becomes clear from his story 181 that he was not under the banner of an Imam, 


178 Narrated by Abu Dawud. Translator's Note: This was narrated from Anas Ibn Malik, may Allah be 
pleased with him. Defects in this Hadith were mentioned by Ath-ThahabT in " Al-Muhathab ", Vol. 7/ 3704, 
Ash-Shawkam in “Nayl Al-Aivtar", Vol. 8/30, and it was declared weak by Al-Alban! in “Dha'Tf AbT 
Dawud", #2532, and other areas in his books. 

179 An-Nisa; 83 

180 Ahkam Al-Qur'dn 5/293 

181 Translator's Note: The instance of Abu Basir was narrated in an agreed upon Hadith by Al-Miswar Ibn 
Makhramah who said, "When the Prophet returned to Al-Madlnah, Abu Basir, a new Muslim from those 
who escaped from Quraysh, came to him. The Kuffar sent two delegates to find and capture Abu Basir. So 
they came and said [to the Prophet], "Abide by the promise you gave us (that you would return any Muslim 
escapee back to us).'' So the Prophet handed Abu Basir over to them. They took him out (of Al-Madlnah) 
until they reached Thul-Hulayfah, where they dismounted to eat some dates they had with them. Abu 
Basir said to one of them, "By Allah! O you [delegate], I see you have such an excellent and beautiful sword!" So 
that delegate drew it out (of the sheath) and said, "By Allah, it is very beautiful isn't it! And l have tried it 
many times (killed many people with it)." Abu Basir said, "Let me have a look at it." And when he let him hold 
it, Abu Basir killed him with the sword. Then the second man of the two delegates ran away until he came 
to Al-Madlnah and entered the Masjid running. When the Messenger of Allah saw him he said, "This man 
appears to have been frightened." When he reached the Prophet, he said, "By Allah! My friend has been 
murdered [by Abu Basir] and I was about to be murdered too!" The Prophet exclaimed, "Woe to his 
mother! What an excellent war-kindler he would be! If only he had supporters]" When Abu Basir heard that, he 
understood that the Prophet would return him to them again, so he set off until he reached the seashore. 
Later, Abu Jandal Ibn Suhayl escaped from the Kuffar and joined Abu Basir. So whenever a man from 
Quraysh embraced Islam, he would go to Abu Basir. And this kept on continuing, until they had formed a 
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therefore he did not hold fast to the contract and the covenant that the Kafir Imam 
contracted [with the Prophet, f-h* j <Ac. dll and he fought them singly on his own, 
without the banner of an established Imam . 182 

And the instance of Abu Baslr is not a singular instance like some of them believe, but 
rather Shaykh Al-Islam Taqiyyud-Dln Ibn Taymiyyah used it as evidence, as Ibn Al- 
Qayyim mentioned in Zad Al~Ma'ad when citing the FiqhT benefits extracted from the 
treaty of Al-Hudaybiyah. 

He said, "And from [its benefits] is that the Mu'ahidun (i.e. the people with a covenant), 
if they contract with the Imam, and then a group of [the Muslims] secedes and fights 
them and takes booty from their wealth and do not align themselves with the Imam, 
then it is not obligatory for the Imam to repel them from them and prevent them from 
[attacking the Mu'ahidun], whether [the Kuffar] entered into the contract of the Imam 
and his covenant and his Religion, or they did not. And the contract that was between 
the Prophet and the polytheists was not a covenant between Abu Baslr and his 
companions and [the polytheists]. And so, if there was a covenant between some of the 
kings of the Muslims and some of Ahl Ath-Thimmah from the Christians, it is permissible 
for another one of the kings of the Muslims to fight them and take booty from their 
wealth if there was no covenant between him and them, as Shaykh Al-Islam pronounced 
about the Christians of Maltiyyah, using as his proof the story of Abu Baslr and the 
polytheists." 183 

And Allah Ta'ala said, 
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...Capture them, and besiege them, and prepare for them each and every ambush 184 


4) The statement of Abu Bakr, may Allah be pleased with him, when he fought the 
apostates: 

"By Allah, if there remains nothing but the minute dust particles, I would fight against 
them." 


strong and mighty camp. And whenever they heard about a caravan of Quraysh heading towards Ash- 
Sham, they stopped it, attacked them, killed them all, and seized their wealth and properties." 

182 Translator's Note: Imam 'Abdur-Rahman Ibn Hasan Ibn Muhammad Ibn Abdil-Wahhab wrote, "So, 
[Abu Baslr and his companions] were in a separate war against Quraysh, without the Messenger of Allah, 
since he had a treaty with them - and the entire story is long. But did the Messenger of Allah, ^ <JJI A 1 -" 
fhuj, say, "You are wrong in your war against Quraysh, since you don't have an Imam? Subhan Allahl 
How destructive indeed ignorance is upon the ignorant! And refuge is sought with Allah from opposing 
the Truth using ignorance and evil." See Ad-Durar As-Saniyyah, 8/200 

183 Zad Al-Ma’ad 3/309 

184 At-Tawbalv,5 
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So look at As-Siddiq, how he saw the obligation of fighting these apostates even if he 
was alone without the rest of the people. So Glory be to Allah, Who divided guidance 
and intellect [amongst His slaves]. 
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WITH WHAT WILL BE ACCUSED OF IN OUR JIHAD ? 


The enemies of Allah have circulated a vindication for their creed and their leadership 
by charging the believers with a number of accusations, lying to Allah, Jalld Wa 'Ula, to 
themselves, and to the people. And this is one of the paths to repelling people from the 
Path of Allah. And Allah has exposed these claims and disclosed their state to the 
believers so that they may be upon insight and light from their Lord and so the embers 
of faith are not extinguished in their hearts, and so they do not abandon this legislation 
[out of] shame of it, or out of shyness of manifesting and proclaiming it. 

And from these accusations: 

1) We will be accused of seeking the posts [of power] and the rule. 

Allah Ta'ald said, 
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They said: "Have you come to us to turn us away from that (Faith) we found our 
fathers following, and that you two may have greatness in the land? 185 


2) We will be accused of corrupting the earth and bringing a new religion. 
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Fir'awn said: "Leave me to kill Musa, and let him call his Lord (to stop me from 
killing him)! I fear that he may change your religion, or that he may cause mischief to 

appear in the land!" 186 


3) We will be accused that following us will result in poverty and the crippling of the 
sources of economic revenue - like cutting off travel, and paralyzing the role of 
depravity and [the role of] the hotels. 
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And they said: "If we follow the guidance with you, we would be snatched away 


183 Yunus-, 78 
186 Ghdfir; 26 
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from our land." 187 
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The chiefs of those who disbelieved among his people said (to their people): "If you 
follow Shu'ayb, be sure then you will be the losers!" 188 


4) Their accusation that we force our opinion on people with might and with 
dominance, and not by the path of the majority 

Allah Ta'ald said, 
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Then Fir'awn sent callers to (all) the cities 


And the goal of all of these is to repel people from the Religion of Allah and from 
Guidance. Allah Ta'ald said, 
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They wish that you reject Faith, as they have rejected (Faith), and thus that you all 

become equal (like one another) 190 
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Never will the Jews nor the Christians be pleased with you (O Muhammad) until you 

follow their religion 191 
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And those who disbelieved said to their Messengers, "Surely, we shall drive you out 


of our land, or you shall return to our religion" 192 


187 Al-Qasas; 57 

188 Al-A'rafi 90 

189 Ash-Shua’ra; 53 

190 An-Nisa; 89 

191 Al-Bacjarah; 120 

192 Ibrahim ; 13 
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"For if they come to know of you, they will stone you (to death or abuse and harm 
you) or turn you back to their religion, and in that case you will never be 

successful." 193 


So beware, my Muslim brother, and be cautious of them, lest they be a Fitnah for you, 
and hold fast to the Rope of Allah to which none who hold fast go astray - you will be 
from the successful ones. And seek assistance from Allah, and do not weaken, for if you 
approach and deliver, then before you is [either] the everlasting gardens... 
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In a seat of trutfi (Paradise), hear the Omnipotent King 194 


...or Victory from Allah and establishment. 
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And also (He will give you) another (blessing) which you love, help from Allah 
(against your enemies) and a near victory. And give glad tidings (O Muhammad) to 

the believers 195 


And seek death [through Jihad], and you will be bestowed life (i.e. eternal life in 
Paradise). 


And all praise is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds. 


193 Al-Kahf; 20 

194 Al-Qamar; 55 

195 As-Saff; 13 
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